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Here We Stand

Standing Firm as a Follower
by LFL President Lynette Auch
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ere We Stand—our 2017
Life Sunday theme based
on Ephesians 6:13 (ESV):
“Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, that you may
“I cannot and I will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right
be able to withstand in the
to go against conscience.
evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm”—could not have been
“I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me, Amen.”
more appropriate for the 500th anniversary
year of the Reformation.
Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms, 1521
The leadership that Martin Luther
displayed to the world came from
personally following the leadership of Jesus
Christ. Jesus does not ask anyone to be a
“leader,” rather Jesus invites mankind to
“follow me.” Even Jesus didn’t consider
himself a leader: “Very truly I tell you,
the Son can do nothing by himself; he
can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does
the Son also does” (John 5:19).
With that in mind, that makes for only
one leader—the Heavenly Father—and we
are all followers “handmade” by God with
work already prepared for us to do.
“For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).
Here We Stand to speak the truth in
the love of God.
Here We Stand in defense and
protection of the precious, vulnerable
human lives that are the handiwork of God, from the moment of conception to natural death.
Here We Stand to teach our children and grandchildren who they are and WHOSE they are. Created by God
in His image, we belong to Him. Losing our way in sin, we are bought back by the redeeming blood of Christ
Jesus and called to love and glorify Him.
Here We Stand in defense of marriage as God designed it between one man and one woman.
Here We Stand in obedience to God—the Great Leader—and His commandments. “Jesus replied: ‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind’ … And the second is like
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:37, 39).
Jesus was a great servant leader because He was the servant of all. Following Jesus takes the pressure and focus
off us and our shortcomings, placing the focus on the Heavenly Father and His will for our lives. Leadership is
simply the byproduct of being a follower of the Heavenly Father.
As followers of Christ Jesus, we will “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power … Therefore put on
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after
you have done everything, to stand” (Ephesians 6:10, 13).
Here I Stand, serving the Lord of Life!
nless I am convinced by the testimony of
the Scriptures or by clear reason … I am
bound by the Scriptures … and my conscience is
captive to the Word of God.
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From Our Executive Director

“Lutherans For Life had a productive and effective 2017.
We welcomed two new staff members: Chrissie Gillet,
Word of Hope Director, and Rachel Geraci, Director
of Mission and Ministry. We developed a new strategic
plan for the future direction of our organization’s
efforts. We collaborated with Concordia Publishing
House on a major life-affirming resource to reach
publication in 2018. We strengthened our relationships
with each of our constituent church bodies, and we
were warmly welcomed at congregations, colleges,
and conferences across the country. We also enjoyed
opportunities to connect and serve in new contexts,
including internationally. We broadened and deepened
our nationwide network of awareness, advocacy, and
support. Most importantly, we brought the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to thousands of brothers and sisters dealing
with life burdens and hurts. I believe it’s never been a
better time to be Lutherans For Life, and I continue to
consider it a delight and an honor to serve as executive
director!” Rev. Michael W. Salemink

March for Life

On January 27, 2017, Rev. Salemink and LFL’s
Y4Life Director, Laura Davis, as well as a delegation of
Lutheran youth participants, were present at the March
for Life in Washington, D.C.—testifying to the truth
of the Gospel and demonstrating its power.

New Board of Directors Members

In 2017, the board of directors of LFL elected three
new members: Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Di Mauro, pastor of
Trinity Lutheran Church (NALC), Warrenton, Virginia;
Bethany Campbell, a graduate student at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign studying European
Union Studies; and Rev. Chris Brademeyer, pastor at
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oakes, North Dakota.

Four Regional Conferences

In 2017, LFL conducted four regional conferences
(Ft. Wayne, Indiana – New Braunfels, Texas – Lincoln,
Nebraska – Pekin, Illinois) as a venture in bringing our
message to local communities. This was not intended
to replace our national conference, but rather, alternate
them each year. This experiment was a huge success.
More people were able to attend, some for the first time
and some longtime supporters. The messages came
from both national and local speakers who brought
information important to the various regions. We look
forward to holding regional conferences again in 2019.

Life Teams/Life Chapters/Mission and Ministry
In 2017, we marked the first full
calendar year of using the newly
reviewed and revised Lutherans For
Life “Life Team Tool Kit” training
materials. During this time, 41 “Life
Team Tool Kits” were purchased,
and five individuals were trained and
certified as leaders of life in their
respective congregations. Through the tireless efforts of
our mission and ministry director, Hilary Haak, and our
two regional directors, Virginia Flo (Minnesota) and
Dr. Barbara Geistfeld (Texas), interest for Life Teams
continued to increase, and those Life Teams and Life
Chapters already in existence were encouraged and
strengthened. In December, Rachel Geraci was hired as
the new mission and ministry director as Hilary Haak
had decided to stay home full time with her newborn
child. In all this, we greatly rejoice in all the ways our
God continued to provide for us in 2017 as we went
about sharing His gift of life with the world! (Find out
more about Life Team Tools at www.lutheransforlife.
org/about/life-chapters-and-life-teams.)

Social Media

Our Facebook group for Life Chapters, Life Teams,
and LMCs continues to grow. The group offers a way
to share and exchange ideas and is a place to connect
with other frontline volunteers. Go to: www.facebook.
com/groups/teampageLFL. Also be sure to like LFL’s
regular Facebook page; follow us on Twitter; and check
us out on Instagram, YouTube, and Vimeo.

Life Sunday and Other New Resources

New resources offered in
2017: Here We Stand Life
Sunday materials (bulletin
insert, Just For Kids insert,
sermons, and service); Christ
the Life of All the Living
(a devotional booklet for
Lent); How Luther Nailed
It on Life Issues brochure;
Euthanasia and the Christian brochure (updated
format); No More Weeping post-abortion booklet
(updated format); After the Abortion ... There Is Hope
in His Healing booklet (updated); Word of Hope
brochure (updated); A Look at What Lutherans For
Life Is All About … (promotional brochure); and Tiny
Hands that Hold My Heart (booklet and hardcover

Our Mission: Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life.
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Here We Stand
gift book produced by Tiny Hands Ministries, Inc.,
Concord, North Carolina). Life News continues to be
offered monthly as a free downloadable PDF.

Word of Hope

Income – 2014, 2015, 2016
2014 Income

$989,357

2015 Income

$1,082,499

2016 Income

$1,142,310

2017 Operational and
Restricted Expenses

God continues to bless the ministry of
Y4Life as we work to equip our youth
and young adults to be Gospel-motivated
voices For Life on their campuses and in
their communities. As of 2017, Y4Life
has trained student leaders from nine
Concordia University campuses, and eight
campuses are engaged in ongoing, active life ministry.
We were privileged to hire a summer intern again in
2017: Kailey Richard, a college junior from Garden
City, Iowa, brought energy and passion to our Y4Life
ministry, and we look forward to seeing how God will
use her in the future to serve His people. God also
continues to provide financially for the ministry of
Y4Life. We were selected to receive a $25,000 mission
grant from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) at their national convention in June. We
praise God for this gift and for the generous work of
the ladies of LWML. Please keep Y4Life in your prayers
as we explore new ministry opportunities in 2018, and
please pray for our youth as they continue to share the
message of Life with those around them.
Thank You
Thank you for your ongoing and often sacrificial
support of Lutherans For Life during 2017. Your
prayers, volunteer efforts, and financial support allow
LFL to continue to equip Gospel-motivated voices
For Life! You are examples of Christ’s love in action.
Your partnership with LFL is needed today more than
ever before!
2017 Operational and
Restricted Income

Expenses – 2014, 2015, 2016
2014 Expenses

$940,766

2015 Expenses

$1,039,804

2016 Expenses

$1,100,316

Beginning with the annual report for 2015, we show income and expenses by both operational and restricted amounts. In previous reports, we grouped operational
and restricted income and expenses together. Please contact us if you have any questions.

Our Vision: Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, upholding
the God-given value of human life and influencing society to do the same
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LFL operates Word of Hope, the
only nationwide, professionally
staffed crisis hotline that addresses
life issues by ministering according
to Lutheran doctrine. In the past,
approximately 300 people called
or emailed Word of Hope each
month, but recent observations revealed a dramatic
decline in people contacting the hotline for Christcentered care. The significant discrepancy may be the
result of several factors, including: limited promotion
of the hotline, obsolete measurement data, change in
the Word of Hope email address, and existing clients
continuing care with Grace Kern after she retired.
As the new Word of Hope Director, Chrissie Gillet
established goals for the crisis hotline based on LFL’s
strategic plan that would help extend Word of Hope
to reach more suffering souls. These goals involve
implementing technological methods for improved
service and tracking outcomes, increased awareness of
the hotline’s existence by more direct promotion to an
increased number of churches, updated informational
material targeting specific high-risk populations with
life issues, and additional presentations in public forums
as deemed appropriate. (www.word-of-hope.org; info@
word-of-hope.org; 888-217-8679)
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Find out how your much-appreciated gifts and support helped LFL
equip Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life.
Your prayers and financial support are important to us!
www.lutheransforlife.org/give
Lutherans For Life is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and does not receive funds from
a specific church body. LFL strives to network pastors and lay people to make a positive
difference in people’s lives. By the power of the Holy Spirit, LFL seeks to change hearts
and minds through the Word of God.

National Lutherans For Life
LFL Council of State Federation Presidents
Deb Lakamp, Illinois – East Peoria
Rev. James Beversdorf – President Pro Tem,
Indiana – Valparaisio
Rev. Richard Salcido, Iowa – Ida Grove
Jeanne Mackay, Kansas – Lenexa
Rev. Paul Clark, President Pro Tem, Michigan
– Fowler
Diane Albers, Missouri – St. Louis
Helen Lewis, Montana – Great Falls
Bob Saeger, Nebraska – Waco
Rev. Chris Brademeyer, North Dakota – Oakes
Jill Johnsen, South Dakota – Wessington
Paula Oldenburg, Wisconsin – Rhinelander
National LFL Board of Directors
Lynette Auch, President, Lesterville, South Dakota
Rev. Everette Greene, Vice President, Cincinnati, Ohio
Dr. Sheila Page, Secretary, Aledo, Texas

Ron Soule, Treasurer, Mason, Michigan
Diane Albers, State Representative, St. Louis, Missouri
Rev. Chris Brademeyer, State Representative,
Oakes, North Dakota
Bethany Campbell, Champaign, Illinois
Rev. Dr. Dennis Di Mauro, Herndon, Virginia
Renee Gibbs, St. Louis, Missouri
Stephenie Hovland, Portage, Wisconsin
Dcs. Tiffany Manor, New Hartford, Connecticut
Rev. Charles St-Onge, Deux-Montagnes, Quebec, Canada
National LFL Office Staff
Rev. Michael W. Salemink – Executive Director
Rev. Scott Licht – National Director
John Hawkins – Director of Development
Lowell J. Highby – Director of Communications
Rachel Geraci – Mission and Ministry Director
Laura Davis - Director of Y4Life
Jerilyn Richard – Data Analyst
Kim Nessa – Accountant

Debra Freese – Office Clerk
Katie Friedrich – Office Assistant
Virginia Flo – Regional Director (Minnesota) & National
Conference Director
Dr. Barbara Geistfeld – Regional Director (Texas)
Chrissie Gillet, PsyD, Deaconess Intern – Director of Word
of Hope
Lutherans For Life Outreach Team
Rev. Dr. Dennis Di Mauro, National Pro-Life Religious
Council Representative, Herndon, Virginia
Rev. Don Richman, International Representative,
Bloomington, Minnesota
Our Philosophy: Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled
by God’s Word to speak and act on behalf of those who are vulnerable
and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the repudiation of biblical truth
manifested in the wanton destruction of innocent human life through legalized
abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of others through
legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we
will strive to give a Gospel-motivated witness to the Church and society on
these and other related issues, such as chastity, post-abortion healing, and
family living. We will call God’s people to compassionate action and foster
life-affirming alternatives for those facing difficult situations.

