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Speaking Up For Life

Two bioethicists have argued that some
parents have a moral obligation to use
IVF and embryo testing to create only
disease-free children. In a piece in The
American Journal of Bioethics, Janet
Malek of East Carolina University and
Judith F. Daar of Whittier Law School
in California, support “a duty on IVFreproducing parents to maximize the
well-being of their future offspring by all
reasonable means.” Anthony Ozimic of
the Society for the Protection of Unborn
Children said: “This is just the latest version of the age-old barbarism of eugenics,
stretching from the exposing of disabled
infants in ancient Greece to the Nazi euthanasia programme. We must not be
weak in condemning it simply because it
appears in an academic journal.” (Bioedge,

“God only has one ‘natural’ child. He
adopted all the rest (Galatians 4:4-5).”
Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb, executive director
of Lutherans For Life
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Life Facts and Stats

Research at University of WisconsinMadison’s Waisman Center is testing the
use of stem cells derived from the skin
and blood of blind patients with retinitis
pigmentosa, a genetic defect that causes
blindness. Other research is being conducted at the Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee where heart cells from
patients’ iPS cells are being made to help
patients with left ventricular hypertrophy,
a condition that can cause heart failure
and stroke. (Source: Wisconsin State Journal, 4/4;

Although more families are adopting
children through foster care, there are
still thousands of children [available].
About 130,000 children wait nationwide
… Adopting children through the state
remains the most affordable adoption
option. Most programs are free after
state reimbursements and tax credits are
applied. (Source: Buckner International, 5/19)

CLR Life News, 4/4)

“Speak about adoption positively …
as loving and sacrificial. Acknowledge
that adoption is a loss and there is grief
involved. Know that adoption is a tool
used by God to solve family problems.
Biblical models of adoption abound,
Moses (Exodus 2); Eliezer (Genesis
15); Ephraim and Manasseh (Genesis
48); Samuel (1 Samuel 1); and of course
Jesus adopted by Joseph. In unwanted
pregnancy situations, adoption—not
abortion—is a God-pleasing solution.”
Diane E. Schroeder, president of Lutherans
For Life

Need Help?
Check the Life Issues/Adoption and
Links pages at www.lutheransforlife.org
to learn more about adoption.

Order LFL resources for yourself, your congregation, and school at www.cph.org.

Able to Be Adopted by Russ Krube (russellalan.blogspot.com)

O

ne thing that warms my heart is seeing a baby interact and bond with
his or her mother. Having a child is a wonderful privilege, and within
which a natural God-ordained bond occurs. It is not hard to see that bond as
mom and baby are together. This love is the purest state that we will see here
on earth. That could be a taste of what our relationships in heaven will be like. This
relationship, though, does not best reflect the relationship that we have with our Lord
here on the earth. We have been adopted into His wonderful family.
I have worked in a children’s home in the central part of
Mexico for over 20 years. I live with and see children who
have been, for many reasons, broken off from this beautiful parent-child scenario. Children long to be bonded with
that pure love mentioned above, but many go through life
with an emptiness or a feeling of being unloved. True unconditional love that has its roots in God’s word can pass
through that hurting place in their hearts, creating solid
ground for these little ones to go on in life.
Many homes have this bond broken because of errors
on the part of the parents. These broken homes leave children with very damaged
little hearts. Some of these children remain in broken homes, with a relative, or in an
institution. These options can rarely offer that heavenly bond that exists in a loving,
stable home. A few of these children have the opportunity of adoption. This is where
the similarities start when we talk about a relationship with God.
The adoption process starts with a couple or maybe a person who is seeking to
adopt a child. They have thought it through and counted the cost as they came to
their decision to adopt. The desire and love overshadow the challenges of the adoption issue. A deep desire is seen within the adopting parents to have their child. Love
is present for their yet unseen or even unknown child. An unconditional love has been
born and is now ready to grow.
Most of the adoptable children do not really know love or understand what it is to
be part of a loving family. Their concepts of love are distorted. Their lives are full of
fear, rejection, and pain. Still, a match is made and the process works through to the
end, with the result of a child being given the gift of a new loving home. Now, that
new-born unconditional love has come together with an unloved child.
This should be like a “match made in heaven” when that so desperately-needingof-love child comes into that very thing that he or she is looking for, but sadly it is
often a very difficult road that this new family must travel. Curiously, accepting being
loved is a difficult thing.
Does this sound to you like our relationship with God? God is like the adopting
parent who is so anxious to receive his or her new precious gift. We are like the adopted child who struggles with understanding God’s love. Many reject something so
much better and stay in their emptiness. God has offered us unconditional love. We
receive it through God’s gift of faith, or we reject it in unbelief.
Being adopted is not cutting off the old. It is something new added that makes
life so much better.
(From LifeDate, Summer 2011.)
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