Of course, we do not have a dead Savior.
The resurrection and ascension of our

Lord assure us of His victory and of the
outpouring of His presence as He calls us to
live in that victory. That leads us to our final
foundation stone.

God Hollle Ue by the Hund

“I am the Lorp; I have called you in
righteousness; I will take you by the hand
and keep you” (Isaiah 42: 6a).

The Lorp
speaks in

this verse of
the Messiah,
but He also
gives us a
picture of His
relationship
with those He
calls through
His Son in
Baptism.
“We were
buried
therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness

of life” (Romans 6:4). In baptism, the
“righteousness” of Christ—His perfect
holiness—is applied to the imperfect sinner.
We are given new life in which to walk.

Jesus sends His Spirit to walk along side us,
not as our “buddy,” but as our God. Itis a
very one-sided side walking!

One year, for Christmas, Joey received

a coat with deep, fur-lined pockets. He
talked his dad into taking him for a walk to
see if his hands would stay warm in those
pockets. The winter weather cooperated

in the experiment with blowing snow and
ice-covered walks. “We should hold hands,”
said Dad. “No,” replied Joey, “I want to
keep my hands in my pockets.” The first
patch of ice claimed Joey. As he brushed
himself off, he said, “Daddy, maybe I should
hold your hand.” He reached up able to
grasp only a couple of Dad’s fingers in his
little hand. When the next patch of ice sent
his feet dancing, he could not hold on and
went down again. Dad said, “Joey, maybe I
should hold onto your hand.”

We do not hold on to the Father. He holds on
to us. What value God gives to those He has
called that we should be His children held
by His hand!

Asking the Kipht Questions

Ask the right questions and the answers
provide a solid foundation upon which to
stand as we deal with decisions about life
and death.

The value of human life comes from what
God has done and continues to do. Life is
His handiwork! He creates life with His
hands. He redeemed life with His hands. He
holds His children by the hand.

When we understand these answers, then, as
we confront difficult issues, some questions
won’t even need to be asked.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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“What does God do that
gives value to human life?”
I Corinthians 6:20a

The answer gives Christians
a foundation for dealing with
life and death decisions that
is certain, hope filled, and
reassuring.
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“What will the quality of her life be?”
“What real meaning does his life have?”
“Would grandma want to be like this?”

Such questions center the determining factor
of life’s value on ability or lack thereof. The
answers become arbitrary and uncertain and
cannot provide a foundation for Christian
decision-making when facing difficult
circumstances.

The Kipht Question

The Christian can ask a more fundamental
and helpful question. “What does God

do that gives value to human life?”” This
question centers the determining factor

of life’s value in God. The answer gives
Christians a foundation for dealing with

life and death decisions that is certain,

hope filled, and reassuring. Consider the
following answers to this question as three
foundation stones upon which we can stand.

fac/ Creates Z/fe with s Honds

“For you formed my inward parts; you
knitted me together in my mother’s
womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:13-14a).

From the beginning of time, God involved
Himself in the creation of life in a very
hands-on way. He “formed” Adam from the
dust of the ground and breathed into him the
“breath of life” (Genesis 2:7). He “made”
(literally “built”) Eve from Adam’s rib
(Genesis 2:22). Picture the potter forming

a lump of clay or the craftsman carefully
building a piece of furniture.

God tells these first humans, “Be fruitful
and multiply” (Genesis 1:28). He sets into
motion a biological process for procreation.
But His hands still “shape” and “form” and
“make” and “knit” inside the womb.

A yellowed
clump of thread
rests in a heritage
box in our living
room. It doesn’t
look like much
and it certainly
is not useful

for anything.
Close inspection
reveals the
beginning intricacies of tatting. But no

one knows what it was going to be. Why
then does this clump of thread carry such
great value? Grandma started making this
just before she died. It was found next to
her rocking chair. Thus, its value comes

not because of how it looks or from its
usefulness. The value comes from who made
it.

This is the first foundation stone. The value
of human life does not flow from how
someone looks or how productive we view
them. Their value comes from Who made
them. Every human life is the handiwork

of God. The child in the womb, grandma

in the care center, and uncle Ralph with
Alzheimer’s all have a God-given value that
transcends our person-centered perceptions.

(o Redeened Life with His ,%m
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“You were bought with a price” % £
(1 Corinthians 6:20a). B

God loved what He made with His hands | i
so much that when we were lost in sin, He '/
sent His only Son to redeem us, to buy us '
back with a pir1ce This becomes our second

foundation stofie. L /a
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More than any otshe'r verse, , Luke'l: S ¥
testlﬁés to the Vahle God bestows on human &
life front the memen g,f conception. “Ahd {
behold, you will conceive in your womb

.” The redeeming process that. requlred LR Y
God to become flesh began at conception. It T
was a necessary place to startsdesus had to
be a holy embryo because we were unholy ' ,
embryos (Psalm 51:5). Jesus’ divinity at ‘
the moment of conception attests to o'«
humanity at that moment. Jesus’ becofhlng 1%‘
an embryo gives value to all embryos " ’ﬁ& :
The buying back process didn’ t ﬁop there
Jesus’ journey in Mary’s fallopian'tube was
the beginning of His journey to the cross.
The hands and feet that developed in Mary’s.
womb would one day be pierced with nails.
Think of this magnificent mystery! The *
hands that created the universe andd?mt you
together in the womb, became hands. that
stretched out on a cross and bled tpé&prlce
of redemption. All humanity bought Wlth a
price. What value this bestoWs :
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There are many happy faémories of ""
gathering around grandina s old pump organ
in our family room. Grandm us;éﬁ to spin us
around on the leather-topped‘ﬁ/ool untll we
could reach the keyboard, She Would pump
the pedals as we pla%/;:d&he keyé i

f Was }7@ sei’mnarlan with a young family
Wheh*grandma went to heaven. But I was

i ;detel%mned to. | Serape together enough funds

chase e organ at grandma’s auction.
Iw!%o $80 OQ for the organ and another
$}£5 OO fort he stool! Where is the value of
grandma’s organ‘7 It has value because it was

gra,ndmﬁ s/and it has value because we paid
dearky&o get it back.

ﬂﬁman‘hfe has value because God created
4it, and it has value because He paid dearly
|, to buy it back! Ttwasn’t $925.00. Tt wasn’t

f : ,“gold or silver, ¥but His “holy ptecious

blobd” and His “mn&:ent suffenn% and ,!
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