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�More Words - Less Meaning�
When it comes to understanding what is
called �emergency contraception� (EC) or
the �morning after pill,� the meanings of
words is crucially important.

see page 12

EmergencyContraception
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In God’s “very good” creation, there was one thing “not
good.” “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18).
It was not companionship that the man needed. It was rela-
tionship, a relationship that would be like God’s relationship
with him. Adam may have found a companion as all the ani-
mals paraded before him, but he found no one suitable for
this kind of relationship (Genesis 2:20). He who bore the
image of God needed someone who also bore the image of
God in order to have a God-like relationship. So God made a
woman. She was created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27). She
was like the man (Genesis 2:23). She was different from the
man. She was created at a different time, in a different
way, and for a different purpose (Genesis 2:22, 2:15, 3:20).
It was that difference that made possible the kind of relation-
ship God wanted.

Adam and Eve were capable of becoming one flesh and
in that relationship could mirror their relationship with their
Creator. God brought them together in this relationship called
marriage (Genesis 2:24). Marriage was a part of all that was
“good” in God’s perfect creation. Marriage was not given as
an institution to curb sin. There was no sin. Marriage was
given as the foundation for the one flesh relationship.

Marriage was also the relationship through which procre-
ation would continue. “Be fruitful and increase in number”
(Genesis 1:28). Marriage is to produce children. The effects
of sin upon God’s biological process for procreation some-
times makes it difficult or impossible for a marriage to fulfill
this blessing. However, barring such unfortunate circum-
stances, children are to be the result of this one flesh union.

Sin has certainly brought problems to marriage. The real-
ity of problematic marriages, however, does not abdicate the
essence of what marriage is. Jesus makes this clear. “But at
the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  So
they are no longer two but one” (Mark 10:6-8). What God
intended marriage to be in the beginning, He still intends
marriage to be.

Throughout Scripture marriage is a picture of God’s rela-
tionship to His people. God is Israel’s “husband” (Isaiah 54:5,
Jeremiah 3:14, Hosea 2:19-20). As such, He rejoices over
His bride (Isaiah 62:5). Jesus is pictured as the bridegroom
and the Church His bride (Rev. 19:7). It is His unconditional

love for His bride the Church that caused Him to give Him-
self up for her (Ephesians 5:25).

Marriage, then, is a God-given institution between a man
and a woman. This one flesh union reflects our relationship
with our Creator and Redeemer and is the means God has
chosen for procreation. Based on this, we who are married
are compelled to humble ourselves before God and ask His
forgiveness for all the times we have dishonored marriage by
trivializing its importance, by failing to reflect Christ’s love
in our marriages, and by our failure to connect the impor-
tance of marriage and our relationship to God.

This view of marriage also compels God’s people to re-
ject homosexual unions as contrary to the Word of God. The
“sameness” of homosexuals prevents a one-flesh union as
well as the possibility of the procreation of children. Such
unions do not and cannot reflect our relationship with our
Creator and Redeemer. Such unions are based upon a lie rather
than the truth of God  (Romans 1:25-27). Such unions can-
not constitute a marriage.
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January 12, 2004, will be forever etched in my mind as a
gift from God. It was a blue sky and warm sun kind of day.
The Creator of memories knew it was a perfect day for my
husband, Paul, and me to spend with our dear friend, Jo Potter.
We enjoyed a long, leisurely lunch together. We went to a
nearby bookstore where Jo purchased the best-seller The
Purpose Driven Life. Then, as if to end the day with a flourish,
we had afternoon tea in her daughter’s home. As we stood at
the door later that afternoon, saying our good-byes, Jo
beamed. “I can’t begin to tell you how good this day has
been for me,” she said. “I’ve enjoyed it so much.” We spoke
of meeting for worship together the next Sunday and then
drove away.

Two days later, quickly and without warning, God called
my friend Jo home. She died on January 14 from a ruptured
aorta. I felt an immediate and deep loss. I will miss my friend.
But, I will forever thank God for the precious woman that He
placed in my life and the example she set for me and so many
others. I thank Him, also, for this friend who cared more about
the needs of others than her own.

Jo was first my mother’s friend. After my mother died, Jo
seemed to “adopt” me. She and her husband, Monte, kept
track of my involvement in Lutherans For Life. They were
extremely supportive and encouraging of my work in the pro-
life mission field. But, for health reasons, neither Jo nor Monte
could be as involved as they wanted to be. Monte lived his
days hooked to an oxygen tank, and Jo suffered severe pain
from rheumatoid arthritis; however, neither of them ever com-
plained. Instead, they were always focused on the interests
and comforts of others. There was always laughter in their
home. Going to their house to offer care meant leaving feel-
ing cared for. When Monte was called home in March of
2003, Jo was sure and steady. Even though her beloved hus-
band was taken from her, she witnessed the confidence of a
purpose driven life. Her purpose was not to draw others to
herself but to God through Jesus Christ.

Jo was not driven by her self-defined identity and feel-
ings of the moment but by purpose. Her life will remain both
an encouragement and a model for my own. How like God to
bless me with a visual remembrance! Somehow, it seems so
very appropriate that, on the last shopping trip of her earthly
life, I was there to see Jo purchase The Purpose Driven Life
by Rick Warren.

The book has its theological shortcomings.  Still, I can
imagine the glow of Jo’s countenance as she read the inside

cover, “You are not an accident. Even before the universe
was created, God had you in mind, and He planned you for
His purposes. These purposes extend far beyond the few years
you will spend on earth. You were made to last forever!” I
think these words would have moved my friend Jo to joyful
tears. Because her physical condition prevented her from
doing so many of the things she wanted to do, Jo needed to
know that God was doing something special with her life.
Being human, I’m sure that she struggled daily with God’s
will, often asking, “Why, God? Why can’t I have a strong
body to do great things for You?” But, knowing my friend, I
think she would have found contentment in trusting that her
purpose was to glorify God in all circumstances and, in so
doing, leading others to the Father.

Jo’s body was frail and often racked with pain; however I
think that Jo understood that her present sufferings were in-
significant compared to the glory that would soon be revealed
to her (Romans 8:18). I think that Jo trusted in the power of
the Spirit who helped her in her weakness and interceded for
her (8:26). I think that Jo found joy in knowing that she was
the part of the body entrusted with the gift of encouragement
(12:4-8). Using this gift, Jo showed respect for others while
being happy in her confidence, patient in trouble, and always
hospitable (12:10-13). As she saw the day of the Lord com-
ing, I think that Jo was faithful to consider how to encourage
others to show love and do good things (Hebrews 10:24).

I believe my friend knew this life is a dress rehearsal for
the next. The way Jo treated people and helped them re-fo-
cus their priorities was testimony to her understanding of eter-
nal life. She did not let circumstances keep her from running
the race that was before her nor miss the opportunity to be
the cheerleader for somebody else.

Jo Potter was more than a friend to me. She was a re-
minder that we discover meaning and purpose only when we
see God as the Creator and Sustainer of our lives. She was a
reminder that God speaks to us and through us to others in all
circumstances. She was a reminder that nothing else matters
except for a redeemed and abundant life in Jesus.
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January 22, 2004, marked the 31st anniversary of Roe vs.
Wade.  Here is a list of 31 things you can do to be pro-life
(adapted from LifeWire/Christian Life Resources):

� Sign up (or encourage others to sign up) to receive
the LifeDate journal at no cost.  Call or e-mail.
LFL or go online at www.lutheransforlife.org.

� Read God’s Word and pray for the GOD’S
WORD For Life pro-life Bible project.

� Send congratulatory cards to families who have
had a baby (watch for birth announcements in local
paper).  Send brochure or gift too.

�  Volunteer at a local caring pregnancy center.
� Wear a “Precious Feet” or “Precious Hands” pin.
� Order and sign a Christian version of the Durable

Power of Attorney for Health Care.  See Medical
Directives for Your State under “Front Page
Headlines” at www.lutheransforlife.org.

� Attend a state or national LFL conference.
� Pray for LFL and other pro-life ministries.
� Attend pro-life community seminars.
� Subscribe to e-mail Action Alerts from LFL.
� Contribute to Lutherans For Life.
� View pro-life videos (available for rent and

purchase from LFL).
� Organize a local Lutherans For Life chapter.
� Sponsor a Sanctity of Life Sunday at your church.
� Ask to use LFL Bible studies at your church.
� Become a Life Ministry Coordinator.
� Maintain a “Current Events” bulletin board posting

newspaper or LifeDate articles on life issues.
� Add your church to the list to receive bulk

shipments of LifeDate (for the cost of shipping).
� Donate pro-life books to your church library.
� Write your legislators.
� Distribute The Servanthood of Adoption brochure

in your church.
� “Adopt” a family in need at Christmas.
� Sponsor a food drive or baby shower.
� Place a pro-life message on your answering

machine.
� Sponsor a youth group/school tour to a neo-natal

unit of a local hospital.

� Show LFL’s For Life video (with Bible study) at
your church.

� Offer to baby-sit for a single parent/caregiver/
parents of handicapped child.

� Be a special friend/advocate for a single mother
� Offer your office skills to a counseling center
� Distribute Is Abortion an Election Issue? brochure
� Remember senior citizens
� Talk to your doctor about your pro-life wishes
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Louisiana is first, Vermont is worst, while Texas is the

most improved in state efforts to protect women and unborn
children. Americans United for Life (AUL) recently released
its inaugural 2004 State Report Cards, ranking states based
upon 24 health-related and life-affirming criteria.

States were credited for initiatives designed to protect
women, their health, and their unborn children. Louisiana’s
top score of 36
(out of a possible
42) indicates that
elected officials
in each state can
do more to safe-
guard women and
the unborn. “The
states are critical
players in the
cause for life,”
said Denise M. Burke, AUL staff counsel and project coordi-
nator. “The states are where more women are protected, where
more life-affirming laws are passed, and where more lives
are saved.”

More than one third of all possible points were awarded
in three primary categories:

� Informed consent (with a mandatory reflection
period and a warning about the link between
abortion and breast cancer) - six points

� Protection for unborn children from criminal assaults
- five points

� Health and safety regulations for abortion clinics
- four points

Additionally, AUL assigned a letter grade reflecting the
strength and productivity of each state’s 2003 legislative ses-
sion. States that passed two or more protective laws received
an A. Nine states (Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Louisiana,
Michigan, Missouri, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia) received
top grades for their efforts last year.



��������		
�����
�������������#

�� ��� �!" ����� ��� �!������������

“While 2003 was a strong session for legislation that pro-
tects women and unborn children in states like Texas, Mis-
souri, and Minnesota, the sad reality is that 32 states scored
below 25, failing to adopt and enforce many basic, common-
sense legal protections for women and unborn children,” said
Burke. “In a year when national and international events raised
awareness for the need to safeguard innocent life from vio-
lence, too many governors and state legislatures failed to fol-
low through with any meaningful action.”

Actions and positions by a state’s governor, attorney gen-
eral, and its highest court also affected the final tabulation.
Five states (Alaska, Florida, Indiana, Maine and North Da-
kota) lost points for state supreme court rulings harmful to
women and unborn children.

“Statewide elections for governor and attorney general
have a tremendous impact on how vigorously states will de-
fend the protective laws that legislatures pass,” said Burke.
“Too often, judges thwart the will of the people, invalidating
laws such as informed consent and parental notice laws, which
have significant and widespread public support. Governors
and attorneys general have to be prepared to vigorously de-
fend these laws against the legal challenges that will inevita-
bly be filed by many abortion advocacy groups.”

A link to the complete 2004 AUL State Report Cards is
available at www.lutheransforlife.org.

(LifeSiteNews.com, 1/29)
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A new national poll indicates that the majority of Ameri-
cans believe abortion makes women’s lives worse. Accord-
ing to the poll, only 16 percent believe abortion generally
makes women’s lives better. Even among those who describe
themselves as “pro-choice,” less than 30 percent believe abor-
tion generally improves women’s lives.

In addition, the poll results reveal that 67 percent of pro-
choice women stated they would be “more likely to vote for
a candidate who calls for government support for grief coun-
seling programs to assist women who experience emotional
problems after an abortion.”

David C. Reardon, Ph.D., director of the Elliot Institute,
believes the poll results reflect a reality that has long been
misunderstood by politicians on both sides of the abortion
debate. “At least one of every four women voters has had an
abortion, and most of these women consider it to be an ugly,
painful memory,” he said. “Most have many regrets about
their abortions, even if they believe it to have been their ‘only
choice.’ This is why they don’t support the radical agenda of

pro-abortion special interest groups. They’ve been there, done
that, and hated it.”

Polling data also suggests that pro-life efforts to address
the problem of coerced abortions will produce significant po-
litical gains for pro-life candidates. “Between 30 and 60 per-
cent of women who have had abortions felt pressured by oth-
ers to submit to an abortion,” Reardon said. “Candidates need
to boldly and consistently articulate their desire to ‘prevent
unwanted, unnecessary, and unsafe abortions’ and to ‘pro-
mote healing for those who already suffer from past abor-
tions.’ These two themes will strongly resonate with the real
needs and concerns of post-abortive women.”

The results of a recent Gallup Youth Survey indicate most
U.S. teens (aged 13 to 17) do not consider abortion to be
morally acceptable, and most also believe that it should only
be legal under specific circumstances, if at all.

The poll conducted in August 2003 revealed that more
than 7 in 10 teenagers (72%) said that abortion is morally
wrong. Thirty-two percent of teens think abortions should be
illegal in all circumstances, and 47% said that abortions should
be legal only under certain circumstances. Fewer than one in
five teens (19%) believe abortion should be legal in all cir-
cumstances.

The young people are significantly more pro-life than
adults. According to a Gallup Poll conducted in late October
2003, fewer than one in five adults (17%) support full legal
restriction of abortion; 55% of adults believe it should be
legal under certain circumstances; and 26% think it should
be legal under any circumstances.

The poll found that teens who do not attend church are
more likely than teens who attend church to find abortion
morally acceptable. Only 12% of teens who attend church
consider abortion morally acceptable, compared with 38%
who do not attend church. And churchgoers are significantly
more likely (40%) than non-churchgoers (26%) to say that
abortion should be illegal in all circumstances.

(LifeSiteNews.com, 11/20, 1/29)
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Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) has
released its 2002-2003 Annual Report which shows that the
leading US abortion group killed 227,385 babies in utero in
2002 with surgical abortion. While the overall number of
abortions are declining in the United States, PPFA surgical
abortions increased over 14,000 from 2001 and the group’s
profits shot up 300% from $12.2 million in 2001 to $36.6
million last year. The profit margin is based on the 2002 PPFA
income of $766.6 million, $254.4 million of which was tax-
payer money.

Commenting on the report, Jim
Sedlak, executive director of
American Life League’s STOPP
International project, said,
“Planned Parenthood claims it
seeks to reduce abortion, but its abortion numbers are sky-
rocketing – over 3 million in its own facilities since 1970.
When it opened an abortion facility in Bryan Texas, the health
department reports there show abortions jumped a whopping
153%. The evidence is clear. More Planned Parenthood fa-
cilities means more abortions.”

The report also notes that PPFA may be responsible for
hundreds of thousands of other deaths of unborn children in
2002 with the doling out of 633,756 abortifacient morning
after pills.

“Planned Parenthood did 115 abortions for every adop-
tion referral to an outside agency and 14 abortions for each
prenatal care client,” said Ed Szymkowiak, national director
of ALL’s STOPP. “It is amazing that PPFA can even think
people will believe that it is not a pro-abortion organization.”

(LifeSiteNews, 12/11)
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The Christian Medical Association is calling on couples

who have used in vitro fertilization to create human embryos
to consider allowing another couple to adopt the children if
they do not plan to implant and give birth to the embryos
themselves.

It has been estimated that as many as 400,000 human
embryos are now frozen in U.S. fertility clinics, awaiting
implantation. The problem is only a small fraction of these
embryos are currently available for adoption. Biological par-

ents often think that they will have the embryos implanted at
a later time. But the embryos cannot live indefinitely in liq-
uid nitrogen, and after a period of years, they die. “Not mak-
ing a decision is the same as making a decision to destroy the
embryos. (They) won’t last forever in liquid nitrogen,” said
Dr. Jeffrey Keenan, Director of the Southeastern Fertility
Center. The Center oversees the National Embryo Donation
Center, located on the campus of Baptist Hospital for Women
in Knoxville, Tennessee.

According to Keenan, less than 10,000 embryos in U.S.
fertility clinics are currently earmarked for donation to other
couples, with about 10,000 others slated for death for the
purposes of scientific research. The rest, some 380,000, be-
long to couples who say they plan to use the embryos – even-
tually. But, Keenan says, the embryos may die before they
get the chance.

(LifeNews.com, 11/21)
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In the late 1980s, my wife, Barbara, and I wrote the book
Abortion Questions and Answers.  It supplanted the univer-
sally used “bible of the movement,” Handbook on Abortion.
Between the two, they have been published in 20 languages.
One of those languages was Polish, and therein lies a story.

A group of pro-life people headed by Mr. and Mrs. Lech
Kowalewski of Gdansk, Poland, notified us that they would
be publishing a Polish translation of Abortion Questions and
Answers.  When they asked if we would visit Poland and
accompany them on a nationwide book tour introducing it,
we agreed.  In our two-week tour we were able to give away
all 10,000 published copies.  But perhaps most importantly,
we had an opportunity to speak in their Parliament, distribut-
ing books to the elected members there.

Time passed, and the Solidarity Movement selected its
first democratically elected Parliament.  The Premier was a
strong pro-lifer, Lech Walesa.  In this atmosphere, in 1993 a
bill was introduced to make abortion illegal.  After the bill
was debated in the Parliament, an elated Mr. Kowalewski
called us.

The debate had taken most of a day and was openly broad-
cast throughout Poland.  The Kowalewskis listened to every
word of it and related to me, “Here came Mr. A., a pro-abor-
tion member, who vigorously criticized the proposed legisla-
tion. To answer him, up stood Mr. B.  As he spoke, one of our
friends shouted, ‘He’s reading out of our book on page 74!’”
This exchange of views was repeated many times during the
debate.  In the end the pro-life vote carried and the law passed.
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Then a surprising thing happened.  For the 44 years prior
to this law being passed, a communist law allowed state-
funded abortion-on-demand through the first trimester.  Al-
though the annual number of abortions varied, it had been as
high as 180,000; abortion was an ingrained experience in that
nation.

Recently, I returned to Poland for another book tour.  I
discovered that the number of abortions in Poland during 2001
was only 124 . . . in the entire country.  Was this possible?
Were these figures of fewer abortions accurate?  How could
this be, when nearly every media outlet had repeated the dire
warnings of International Planned Parenthood, the United
Nations, The World Bank, etc.: “You may have the legisla-
tive muscle here in 1993 to pass a law to forbid abortions, but
it won’t do any good.  You’ll just drive them underground.
Women will be instrumented on the outside.  They will bleed.
They will become infected and flood into your hospitals, and
you will not be able to count the number of ‘miscarriages’
that will occur.”

On this trip I asked my friends to give me the national
statistics on miscarriages: in 1955, before the law was passed,
59,000 miscarriages were listed; in 1999, there were 41,000.
That certainly didn’t look like something driven underground,
but maybe they were hidden in another source, such as deaths
due to pregnancy and birth?  In 1990, 70 women died; in
1996, only 21.  How could this be?  I investigated further
potential hiding places.

When women have abortions the cervix is often weak-
ened, which results in an increase in premature births.  Pre-
emies die more often than full-term babies.  Therefore, I asked
for the statistics on neonatal deaths: in 1990, 19 premature
infants died for every 1000 live births; in 2001, the figure
was 7.7.

Faced with these solid results, I questioned the accuracy
of the statistics and discovered that the 1993 Polish law re-
quires annual reports from three separate federal agencies.
Pro-abortion groups have challenged the agency reports,
which continue to agree with each other . . . and the reports
have proven accurate.  Not surprisingly, the pro-abortion
people keep repeating – without a shred of evidence – that at
least 190,000 women get abortions every year in Poland.

And so, what is the story that I have to tell?  Here is a
modern Western nation of about 40 million people.  After
four decades of state-paid abortion-on-demand, this new law
made abortion illegal.  None of the dire predictions of conse-
quences materialized.  Instead, the actual effects were almost
no abortions, healthier women, and greater infant survival.

What we have here is a test market in a modern nation
that shows us, verified by three federal agencies, that forbid-
ding abortions will not drive them underground.  What we
have here is an important support for pro-life.

(Dr. Willke is president of Life Issues Institute, www.lifeissues.org. © 2003 by
National Religious Broadcasters. Reprinted with permission.)
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For the latest on the
Terri Schiavo case go to:
www.lutheransforlife.org
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The subtitle of this article is not a spin-off of a well-known,
barley-based beverage commercial. It is a spin off of
Ecclesiastes 6:11. “The more the words, the less the mean-
ing, and how does that profit anyone?”

The meaning of words is important. When it comes to
understanding what is called “emergency contraception” (EC)
or the “morning after pill,” the meaning of words is crucially
important. Here are some words from Planned Parenthood’s
website which are typical of the words
used in describing “emergency contra-
ception.”

Typical EC Wording
“Emergency contraception can prevent
pregnancy after unprotected vaginal in-
tercourse. It is also called post-coital or
‘morning-after’ contraception.” “Emer-
gency contraception is used only if a
woman is not already pregnant from a
previous act of intercourse. EC prevents
pregnancy by stopping ovulation, fertili-
zation, or implantation. It will not ef-
fect an existing pregnancy. And it will
not cause an abortion.” The two prod-
ucts designed specifically for EC,
Preven® and Plan B®, use nearly identi-
cal words in their advertising.

Deceptive Wording
The deception of these “safe” sounding words is found in

the presupposed meaning attached to them. It is true that EC—
which is really a high dose of the “birth control” pill—does
work by stopping ovulation, slowing sperm travel, and, if
ovulation and fertilization have occurred, by preventing im-
plantation of the embryo. However, you can only say EC pre-
vents pregnancy by stopping implantation if you define preg-
nancy as occurring after implantation. Unfortunately, this
meaning of pregnancy is becoming more and more accepted.
The deception of these words then is that even though what
would implant is a unique, six-day-old, developing human
being, if he or she does not implant, there is no pregnancy.
Also misleading is the fact that the meaning given to abor-
tion is “termination of a pregnancy.” Therefore, if there is no
pregnancy, there cannot be an abortion.

Asking the Right Question
All the words used by Planned Parenthood and the mak-

ers of EC obscure the meaning of what EC really does when
it prevents implantation. The important question is not, “When
does pregnancy begin?” The important question is, “When
does life begin?” Every high school biology student knows
that life begins at fertilization. Newspaper articles on EC have
stated that what is prevented from implanting in the uterus is
an egg. This is biological absurdity! What is prevented from
implanting by EC is a human life.

Many Words
Planned Parenthood uses a lot of nice sounding words

hailing the benefits of EC. The advisory
panel for the FDA, with a lot of words,
has recommended that EC be made
available without prescription. The na-
tional media is using a lot of words mak-
ing EC sound safe and easy. But the
many words are lessening the meaning
of what is really involved.

One Word
We could use a lot of words to

counter all of this. We could talk about
the side effects, the risks, and the dan-
gers of young girls being able to obtain
and use these drugs. But only one word
is necessary—LIFE. With fewer words,
the meaning becomes clearer. All life—
regardless of circumstances or condition
or stage along life’s continuum—is a gift
from God, a gift to be protected and
nourished.

God is in heaven and you are on
earth, so let your words be few. (Ecclesiastes 5:2b)
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A new survey conducted by the National Campaign to
Prevent Teen Pregnancy has recently revealed that parents
are the greatest influence in teenagers’ decisions to engage in
sexual activities. Teens said that parents had the greatest
influence (45 percent) on whether or not they engaged in
sexual activities as a teen versus the influence of friends (31
percent).  Adults tended to think they had little impact on
their teenage children’s decisions to engage in sexual activity.

The surveyors telephoned
1000 teens aged 12 to 19 and
1000 adults 20 years or older
and polled them on such things
as their perception of sexual
activity among peers and what
factors influenced their
decisions to engage in sexual
activity.

67 percent of teens
expressed regret over having
engaged in sexual activity and
wished they had waited.  Teens
also reported that had they
been able to have more honest
conversations about the topic with their parents, it would have
been easier to postpone sexual activity.

Compared to a previous poll done in 2000, there was a
four percent increase in the number of teens who wished they
had waited to engage in sexual activity.   The pollsters did
not ask how long the teens thought it necessary to abstain
from sexual activities; 84 percent felt that a couple should be
married before having children.

(LifeSiteNews.net, 12/18)
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At a public health conference held in mid-December in
Washington DC, doctors cited evidence of an epidemic of
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) among the nation’s teen-
agers and cited “safe-sex” programs and condom-distribu-
tion as contributing factors of the problem.

At the conference, researcher Dr. David Hager reported
that within the US each year, chlamydia cases increase by 4
million, pelvic inflammatory disease by 1.2 million, gonor-
rhea by 2 million, genital herpes by 1 million, and human
papilloma virus (HPV) by 5.5 million. According to the
American Social Health Association, 3.8 million of these and
other STD cases are contracted by US teens - the highest
contraction rate within the general US population. In fact,
almost 45% of all teenagers and young adults are infected
with at least one STD by their mid-twenties.

Many of these STDs cannot be cured, leading to long-
term health problems including infertility and even cancer.
95% of all cases of cervical cancer are associated with HPV
infection, resulting in 4000 deaths a year in the United States.

Yet teenagers continue to be the most targeted group for
the safe-sex message, which advocates condom use to pre-
vent the spread of STDs, including HIV. According to groups
such as Planned Parenthood, “safer-sex practice allows
couples to reduce their sexual health risks. Safer sex is any-
thing we do to lower our risk of sexually transmitted infec-
tion.”

Unfortunately, new statistics and studies have concluded
that “while condom usage has increased most among teens,
STDs have also increased most among teens.” Project Real-
ity, the advocacy group sponsoring the conference, points out
“the popular claim that ‘condoms help prevent the spread of
STDs,’ is not supported by the data. If condoms were effec-
tive against STDs, the increase in condom usage would cor-
relate to a decrease in STDs overall - which is not the case.
Rather as condom usage increases, so do rates of STDs.”

In addition to such statistics on STD cases, studies on
sexual activity during adolescence also show increased per-
centages of depression and suicide, as well as an assortment
of emotional problems including loss of self-respect, esteem,
and trust among sexually active teens.

As Hager went on to point out, the only way to guarantee
teens will not contract such diseases or prevent increases in
these emotional and behavioral problems is to promote the
delay of “sexual activity until they are in a mutually, mo-
nogamous relationship within marriage.” The most effective
messages promoting the delay of sexual activity came from
parents and moral beliefs, which “accounted for 53% of the
influences affecting teen decisions about sex.”

Hagar’s presentation on teenage sexuality comes on the
heels of similar statistics reported by Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, the American Cancer Society, and the
National Institutes of Health, which show correlations be-
tween the increases in STD with increases in condom usage
and promotion of the safe-sex message.

(Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 20, Culture of Life Foundation, 12/23; LifeWire,
12/29)
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������� %��� ������� out in India, the HFEA (Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Authority) has said that it would
not be illegal in the UK.  Responding to the story, Nuala
Scarisbrick of Life commented: “Once again the IVF [in vitro
fertilization] industry has gone too far by changing the natu-
ral order of things beyond all re���������!<��4���7���0��(�����#�
��2*�� � $

�"
��*%����4����������$�������*��������
���������
�������
���������
�����������������������������������������������������
�����������
����	���������!�C������*�������
����������������
�
��*4$*����������
����%����������������J�3C�������������
�
�����������������������������������������������������������
����%�������
����
�������������������%
��������������������
�������������
�������!�*����B�����������������������H��!B<
*%�� ���������������
����
���������������������������������
������ ���F������������������ ��� �
��%�����������������
���
>������������F(��!���	�

�(�
�
�)����2*�� �!$

���������������5018�������
�������������������������
������
��������0*����������������������������������
���������������
��������������������%��
��
��������������
��01B����(�������

����� ������������ ������ ����� ���������� ���
�����
!�C
�������
��0*������������������
�����
����������������/-7���������������
�
01����������
������������������������������
F�����!�"
�������������%���������������
�
�����������������4��������������������

��������!�"
��4������������� ����J� 3C�����
����
�������
�����
���������%������������������

��������������������!<�"
��������
����������J�3$����������
�������������� ����� �
�� ������� �
��� �����������������������
�����!�*
�B�����
�!<��4���4���)��'��� �������2*�� �� $

�2�������
����������������������������������������.--/��%
��

���������
��������������������(��������������
�!�'���
������������
����
�����.--/��������	6-�---�����������%��������������E
,---�������
�������%�������������
���%�������������������
�
�����������!�2����������2���������������������������
��������
	=,=����%�������
����
������������������������������
�����

���	==-!�2��������������
��%���������������������2���������
�����������������!�4�.---��������������
��C����������
������
�� ����������������
���32����������?�������F�������F������
%��
�����
���	-�������������
�����������������������������
������� ����� �
������� �
��/-��������� ���
-������������������
����������������������������
��%����!<�"
������������������

�������� ���2������%
���� ��(��������	-������������� ���� ��
��������!�2�����������������
����������
����
��
��
���������
������������������������;���������%���������������������5���
���/,�����������������%
����������
���������������8!�$������
���
����������������������������������3��9��������<����������
������!������������	
��
��� ��#$



������$�����
����������������		


��
��*2 (�2�������2��<2(�-2�C���

��
���������	�������
���
!�����


������������	��
	����(���/?���'���0��������������

)��
�����"���
�
�����@�����'����"��
�����@�������������
�����
��

�!��������
����������
����
�������������	���"�	
��$��������
��������
�!����
�����������������������
������������������


����������

����������	
����
��
�
�������������	
���
���������	������������
������������
�������
��������������� �!"��
�	����
����������
�����#�
�
$$
	��%�� &"%
���
�����
�������'��(�����������)����������
����*�������
���	��
�����+����������
,������������������������������
���������
�������
��������������� �-"%

������������������
�������������
������

.���������/���	���*
,�������������
��������������������
��������
�#�	���001 02"%������������,�
����������3����
��	�����*
,���������
	�*
,��������	������
*
������	��	
������	�*
,�����	���	����������	��

��	�����	��������������	���
����������(�������*������$�������%
4�/�
,��
������*
,������������
������5
,�����3
*�

������*
,�����

�������������������
��
������
����
'��	��������	�������*
,�����
����
,������
*�%����
�
*
���6�����,��$�����������
����������
�������7
��,�
���	������������
�����	��
����
�����8,���2 �9�
6�����9 �0"%�4	�������	����
��������	��,�����7
*���
	��	����
*
�
*��������
���
������	����$$����7
�
�
��������
��������
*
���6�����
����$��$��:���
*��

�� *���� ��	�� 	�����	�
�������	��%� ������ 
������ ������� ���� ��
	*�
��������	���������
���
������������������,�
��%

���������� ��������
��
������
����
.	��������
���	�����$����,����;��
��
	�����������$�$��,�	
�
��
;��
����8,���! 07�9"%�#������	�� �����
�����
�	,������,	�,������
��
,�
����
<��	�	�����������3���=���	��	��
������	����3�(��2 1"%���
�����
�	,������,	�,��������	�:��<��$����#�����,	������	
�����������
6������6�����0 070>"%������������,����6�����,�	����������	��$��$��
��
�(�	���	,�%���� 
�� ����)������$��,�	
�� �����
���,�	���� 
���
$��$��:���
*������	�%

!
������"�
�����
��
������
����
8���;��
��
	����	�����$�,
	������������	�
����
��������������������	
,����
,�
��������������
�	���
��	�����	(��,�������
������$���
��
��	��������	���
<����
����
$��	�	���*������	����������
�������
�4�*��	�
���& 0&"%�8�����	�	
����	���	������	������������������
����$���
�����������
����.	*
����
?������,	����	�,�������������
����	�����6����09 �1"%�'���
�����$��
���
����������	��%

!
��#���"������
��
������
����

8�����	*����*����������������������*������	���������6����0� �>"%
6����:���������������@����
����
�����	*������������*��A�����
�
�����
����	�����,���
�
��	����*����	������	*����,�
*��%�)�����*�
�������	���
���
�������	�����$�����	��������*���$����������	����

$���
,	��,���
�
�������$��,�
*�������������%����
���	�����$���<��:�
��*���������
��;��
��%

!
���$�����%����
��
������
����
8����
����	��
�������
,
�����������
,������,��������	�,�B�����
��,����
����������$��$�����������������+$�,�
�����������$���	�
�����<��%�C���������������������	*�������	���	���	$$���
���
����
�����������������������
������������
*
���<���������	�����	*��
	����	����	�����	�	����*�����
���
���������8,���0> 02"%�)����
*7

����,��	����<���,	����	���
���	����
��	�
���

!
���&�����'������
��
������
����
����
���������
�����4�*��	�
����� 0>"�	�������
�	��������
������� 0&"
�	*���������
��������	���
����
*�����������6����%�����
����
��,���	
�
��$����������	���
����
*�����������������	*��
�	��������
��������
�4�*%��� 0>"���	���
*���$����*��	�,�����<��:���	
����
����
���
��%
'����������	*������	(���
���
�������������	������������(����
��
�

���
�%

!
��&(���	��������
�������������C	�����<����
��00 07!"�
������	����������*
��������7
�	��	,�
�*�����%����
��	����������*
����������7���
	�,�B
�����	�
����	���	(��	��	�������������*�����*�%�>"%����	��	,�
�*�����

��	��
��� �����<��%�)���	�
�
��� ��� 
���	��������,������ ��� 
����
��

������� 	��� ��� �	�
$��	��� ����,����� �	�� ���	�
$�����
	��	������	���	����%����
�����
	�,���$���<��
	����
����������*�	��������
��.$
�
����	����	����
���������������
������,�%

)
���$���*�����������
4�/�
,
��� 
�� ������
��� �4��	��� 2 �"� ����� ���
,���������,��	����
�(
��%����,�����������	
���
�
������
����<��%����������.$
�
����	�������� ��
����������*�����<�����������	����
��6�����;��
��%

'����	���
����	,��	����������	
��%�'��	���	���������	��<���
��	�
���(�
��	���������������������
��%

)
����&��������
��
��
�����	��������
����������,���
���
���	�	
�����
���,	�������$	��
,��	���������7
����	�������������������
*	���%�C�������<��$���
������	��������
�����
����%����
��	�������,���
�
�����������������
����%����
�������7

���,��$�������
��<��:�������
�����	���������	�
��������
����
�
;��
��%�4�,���
�
�����������������
����������������	��������$	
�
�������;��
���	����
�����,���3�(��& 0709"%

)
����(���&����
��
��
�����	��������
�����������,�
�������������������
�����	��������������������������
$��������<����0�D
����0& 0&7�>�	���3�(��& 0070&"%�E���#	�������
�������,����6�����	�������������������������	�����$��,�	
����<	�	�
	��
0 0070�"%����
������$�����,����������
����;��
������������	����,����
$	
��	���������
������	��	��������������������������<��:��$���
���%

)
����+��������
��
��
�����	��������
'����������	*��	����
����	�������
����������	������	����%�'�
	���	���,	$	����������	���
��	���	���	*
�����.	�����00 �-70� 09"
	���#������<	�	�
	���� 0070>"%�'��,	��	�����	���������������
�
��
��������
��������	��
������#�	�
���:���������3�(��& �-729"�	��
���������������	���,���������������
�����	����
��%���
��
�����
�	������������	���(����������������.	*
��%



��������		
�����
��������������%

�� ����2�� ���(�2������8 ����
�

The dream of LFL began in 1976. There were organiza-
tional meetings in 1977. In 1978 a name was chosen, a phi-
losophy was adopted, and officers were selected. The official
incorporation was April 17, 1979. Lutherans For Life will
officially be 25 years old in 2004!

Undoubtedly no one imagined 25 years ago that there
would be a need for a 25th anniversary. Surely once God’s
people understood the atrocity of abortion and the license
Roe v. Wade gave to this atrocious act there would be a cry on
behalf of life so loud that it would drive the purveyors of
death back into the shadows of darkness. But the cry was
muted by fear and indifference. The darkness became light,
and there are those even among God’s people who want to let
it shine.

For example, the Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice says on their website:

“While our members are religiously and theologically di-
verse, they are unified in the commitment to preserve repro-
ductive choice as a basic part of religious liberty.”

Late-term abortionist George Tiller has a chaplain for his
abortion clinic. Describing the chaplaincy program, he says
on his website: “Spiritually, abortion is acceptable in ten of
the world’s religions and in Christianity many denomina-
tions affirm and uphold the right of a woman to make the
choice of abortion. The program offers individual counsel-
ing, group counseling and the celebration of spiritual sacra-
ments such as baptism of the still born fetus and blessings for
the aborted fetus.”

It was hard 25 years ago to imagine LFL being around so
long. Now it is hard to imagine not having LFL around to
counter this kind of thinking! There is still a need for the For
Life message of LFL! In light of religious groups that pro-
mote abortion as morally and spiritually acceptable and in
light of all the other issues that came through the door abor-
tion opened—assisted suicide, euthanasia, post-abortion
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trauma, cloning, embryonic stem cell research—there is an
even greater need!

We are thankful for what God has accomplished through
LFL in the past and for what He has in store for us in the
future. This is a spiritual battle, and we need groups like LFL
to wield the “sword of the Spirit” so that the hearts and minds
of God’s people and others will be changed. The For Life
message of the past 25 years needs to be louder and stronger
than ever.

Join us this year in thanking God for LFL. Keep LFL in
your prayers and please consider a special 25th anniversary
gift to support the much needed, Biblical For Life message.
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The temperature was warmer than usual and the mood
upbeat, according to an organizer for 40 Lutherans who joined
100,000-plus pro-life supporters for the January 22 “March
for Life” in Washington, D.C.

This year’s march observed the 31st anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abor-
tion. Dennis Di Mauro, president of the Northern Virginia
chapter of Lutherans For Life, said that temperatures were in
the mid-40s—compared with the 20s last year—and the mood
of marchers “very upbeat” because of the partial-birth abor-
tion ban that President George W. Bush signed into law No-
vember 5.

“Whenever a politi-
cal change happens for
the better, it always en-
ergizes the march,” Di
Mauro said.

“I want you to know
that our administration is
vigorously defending
this law against those
who would seek to over-
turn it in the courts,”
Bush told the marchers
in a telephone address
often interrupted with
applause.

“I also want you to
know without your hard
work and dedication to
the cause of life, these
achievements would not
have been possible.

“But we all know there is still more to do,” Bush said,
adding that earlier in the week, he had proposed doubling
federal funding for abstinence-education programs.

“We will continue to support crisis-pregnancy centers,
adoption, parental-notification laws and the vital work of faith-
based groups,” said Bush, who was in Roswell, New Mexico
at the time of the call.

Di Mauro said the LFL delegation came from nine states
and that eight marchers had free lodging made available to
anyone in the delegation. That morning, most of the LFL
marchers attended a worship service at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Falls Church, Virginia, then took the Metro into
Washington for the march, after which they gathered for pizza.

“We really want to encourage more people to come next
year,” Di Mauro said.

LFL Executive Director Dr. James I. Lamb said the march
“says to our elected officials that we’re still here, we’re not
going away, and we’re not alone in this.” He said that march-
ers carried placards with “a variety of messages. Among the
most meaningful to me were those that drew attention to the
plight of women who have had abortions. This is a message
that needs to be heard.”

“But Lutherans For Life’s mission,” Lamb continued, “is
to witness to the sanctity of human life based on the Word of
God. We gather around that Word and encourage each other
to be witnesses to life. It’s God’s Word that will change hearts
and lives.” Lamb, who marched with the LFL delegation for
the seventh year, delivered the message for the worship
service.

He said the theme of
his message, “More
Than You Can Imagine,”
based on Ephesians
3:20, “talks about what
God is able to do—more
than we can ask or imag-
ine.”

“That power is at
work within us,” Lamb
said. “We can turn to it
when we face the diffi-
cult decisions of life and
death.”

For information
about being part of the
LFL delegation in next
year’s March for Life in
Washington, contact
Dennis Di Mauro at
(703) 600-5150 or

dennisdimauro@lycos.com.
                                                                              (LCMS News, 2/2/04)
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��� ����  – The fund
receives gifts and bequests and uses the
interest accrued from them for the mission
and ministry of LFL.  Your gifts – large or

small – through checks, stocks, bonds, real estate,
bequests, insurance, etc., will help LFL  continue to share
the message that each human life – created by God and
redeemed by Jesus Christ – is to be protected!  You can
make a difference!


�	����������® – Never write another
donation check! You won’t have to, with the
Simply Giving® program from Thrivent.  Your
gift to LFL can be made through electronic
funds transfer from your checking or sav-
ings account.  A free service from Thrivent!
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������– Estate planning not only helps
families – both before and after the
death of a loved one – but also can be
of help to ministries such as LFL.  LFL

can provide free, no obligation, information on how you
can accomplish your personal and family goals through
trusts, annunities, and other plans.

�����������	
���
��� – This first-of-its-
kind publishing endeavor could help save
thousands of preborn babies from being
aborted; help offer the forgiving message
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those
affected by an abortion decision; and  give
the pro-life movement a great heart-chang-
ing tool.  ������������	
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www.adoption.com
www.ilovejesus.com/missions/adopt
www.bethany.org • www.adopt.org
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