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Moving Forward 
Where do we as Christians put our hope? 

Are we looking for “salvation” from  
political parties and politicians? 

What do Christians do when the  
national culture is “against us”? 

Celebrate Life on the Annunciation and Ascension of  Our Lord – See pages 17 & 23.
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Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

30 Years of Moving
Forward In Faith

by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

“You’ve got to be crazy” may very well be 
the reaction of some as they learn of LFL’s 
30th Anniversary goal to raise $1,000,000 
in 2009. $300,000 of this will be above and 
beyond our budget. (See sidebar on this page 
for details.) Given the economy, the “crazy” 
epitaph is understandable. 

However, any ol’ god can bless us when the 
economy is good! We serve a God who loves to 
bring abundance from scarcity. You know, like 
feeding thousands with one boy’s lunch! We 
serve a God who insists on stacking the deck 
in the enemies’ favor and then pulling out the 
ace of victory. Like Gideon’s 300 against the 
Midianites, Amalekites, “and all the people of 
the East” who “lay along the valley like locusts 
in abundance, and their camels were without 
number, as the sand that is on the seashore in 
abundance” (Judges 7:12). We serve a God 
who enabled a ruddy shepherd boy to defeat 
a battle-proven and armored giant. We serve 
a God who puts thorns in the flesh of His 
servants because His power “is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

There are more people to be fed upon the 
truth of the Word of Life than we can pos-
sibly feed with our limited resources. Our 
enemies seem to be in control, overwhelming 
in number, and overpowering in size. Our own 
weaknesses stick out like thorns getting in the 
way. Yes, I’d say things are about perfect for 
God to display His mighty power! LFL moves 
forward with faith in such a God.

I invite all who read this to move forward 
with us. Maybe God will use you to share 
His abundance with LFL. Maybe you will 
have opportunity to teach how the Word of 
Life speaks to the life issues. Maybe you’ll be 
among “300” God uses to send the enemy 

scattering or maybe He’ll use you to bring 
down a “giant” with a single word or an act 
of kindness. Maybe you have a weakness or 
two He can use!

Any ol’ god can move an organization for-
ward when the economy is good, the enemies 
are few, and the strengths are many. But we 
serve a God who loves to beat the odds.

$1,000,000 in 2009
$300,000 of this is above and beyond 
budget needs. That’s $100,000 to honor 
God for each decade of His blessings.

$100,000 for Renewal For Life 
Renewal For Life is the biggest thing we 
have ever done to Bring Good News to 
Life. We hope to have at least 1,000 con-
gregations involved by the end of 2009. 

$100,000 for Special 
Educational Projects

A Sunday school curriculum.•	
A Vacation Bible School package.•	
A Confirmation teaching supplement.•	
An adult life issues Bible class series.•	
DVD series for congregational use.•	
More short YouTube™ videos.•	

$100,000 for 
Capital Improvements

Like it or not, “brick and mortar” is necessary 
to Bring Good News to Life effectively:

We have a large shed on our property •	
that could be upgraded to become a 
first-rate storage facility to meet our 
expanding needs.
30-year-old furnaces and air •	
conditioners need replacing. 
Energy efficient windows needed.•	
Mail room needs updating.•	
State-of-the-art copier/printer •	
needed to streamline expenses.
Parking lot in serious need of •	
attention.
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

Campaigning 
For Life

by Carolyn McElfatrick

If you were to ask me who I am I’d prob-
ably say, “A wife, mother, and a grandmother.” 
I might also add, “President of our local LFL 
chapter.” So why would most people in a 
two-county area of northern Minnesota de-
scribe me as a politician?

Two and a half years ago it was suggested 
that I run for the Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives. Although I felt it was a compliment, 
I laughed and said the idea was just plain ri-
diculous. I was confident I was doing the 
work God had called me to, which was to do 
all I could to bring 
the pro-life message 
to our community. 
Then 2008 arrived 
and the nat ion 
was already in full 
political swing. I 
began hearing the 
same suggestion to 
run for the House, this time from different 
sources. Was this something I needed to 
consider more seriously? What was God’s will 
for me? That was, after all, the only thing that 
really mattered. Then, unexpectedly, I received 
a call from a member of the Minnesota House, 
specifically asking me to become a candidate. 
After very serious self-assessment and much 
prayerful consideration I agreed, trusting God 
for the strength and guidance to do the job 
that was now before me. 

Do you remember sending your child off 
to the first day of school? You bought the new 
clothes and the school supplies—everything 
she would need. In some respects I was like 
that child, going into the unknown but trust-
ing I had everything I would need. Psalm 25 
became my daily campaign prayer. I would 

need God’s guidance (v 4, 8, 9, 12), and 
prayed He would enable me to reflect His 
truths (v 5, 10, 21). 

Perhaps I should tell you a little about this 
area and about my opponent. Traditionally 
this district is Democrat country, with only 
one Republican ever having been elected to 
the Minnesota House from here. My oppo-
nent had held his seat for 13 terms, equaling 
26 years. Even with the important endorse-
ment and support from Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life, this campaign would be 
no small challenge. 

Most of the summer and fall are a blur 
in my memory. There were statements to 
be written, funds to be raised, parades to be 
walked, candidate surveys to be answered, and 
the constant pressure to knock on as many 

doors as possible. 
Days started early 
and ended very 
late. Had Mar-
tha Stewart vis-
ited my home, she 
would not have 
been pleased. In 
the midst of the 
intense pressure 

and multiple demands, however, I never once 
regretted having become a candidate. I was 
confident I was where I was supposed to be 
and prayed that whatever God’s purpose was 
in all this He would achieve it through me. 
Perhaps never before in my life had I realized 
how liberating it is to be a servant. Although 
it was an enormous task and the work was 
very hard, I was not responsible for the greater 
plan or for the results. Those belonged to my 
Master.

By nature, a campaign is a battle. There 
are opposing ideas and teams trying to claim 
the same single seat. There were times when I 
became so battle-weary it was all I could do to 
force myself to ring another doorbell. I never 
knew if the person who answered would say, 
“I’ve heard about you and you have my vote!” 
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

Here’s why taking a 
stand For Life matters:

In the United States 
3,287 unborn babies 

are killed through 
abortion every day.

Everyday, women and men 
are left hurt and grieving due 

to an abortion decision.
Source: Alan Guttmacher Institute.

or very firmly take the opposite position. But 
on the days when I needed it most, an angel 
would come and lift up my weary heart. 
Sometimes I was able to tell the “angel” how 
much he or she had meant to me. But there 
are people out there who never knew they 
had been chosen to be an angel to me. Never 
underestimate what God may be doing with 
your actions and words to others.

And then there were the many people who 
prayed for me. I suspect there were some I 
never knew about but I depended on all of 
them more than they could know. There 
were days I was simply too tired or drained 
to pray. But I knew I was not forgotten in 
the midst of the battle. Again, never hesitate 
to tell someone you are supporting them in 
prayer and be the kind of person who follows 
through with that promise. When walking a 
parade attended by hundreds or sometimes a 
few thousand, you move as quickly and shake 
as many hands as possible. On occasion, some-
one would stop me long enough to say, “I’m 
praying for you every day.” Against all desire 
to stop and speak with this loving stranger, I 
had to move on. But I held those words in my 
heart and depended on those people.

It is news to no one that we are living in 
a time when attitudes regarding the deepest 
held values are changing very quickly. Those 
of us who dedicate ourselves to protecting the 
lives of the defenseless are almost holding our 
breath to see what will happen next. With the 
prospect of the Freedom of Choice Act being 
signed into law and the potential for rationed 
health care under a universal care plan, we may 
wonder if there’s any way we can hold back 
this “tsunami” assault on life itself. We see the 
deterioration of the family and standards of 
morality that were commonly held 50 years 
ago tossed aside. I don’t think it’s an exaggera-
tion to say we fear for our country. However, 
we are not without hope or resources. We 
know we are servants of a God whose capa-
bilities are beyond our comprehension. But 
we must remember that servants serve. That 

means actual work. I am searching for words 
to convey to you the importance of the task 
that has been given to every one of us. We can 
be a mighty team for good, but only if we are 
willing to discipline ourselves to do the job at 
hand. We simply cannot do our “civic duty” 
every two or four years by casting our ballot, 
then go home and leave government up to 
someone else. Christians are being called, as 
perhaps never before in our lifetimes, to be 
the voice for truth in our homeland. Do you 
know what your job is? If not, ask God. If you 
do know and are hesitating, please hesitate no 
more. You are the only one perfectly suited to 
that assignment. It may be hard. But there will 
be angels along the way.

You may be wondering how the election 
ended. My opponent has gone back to the 
Minnesota House for a 14th term and I will go 
on bringing the message of life to this commu-
nity. In victory or defeat, my prayer was only 
that God’s purpose be accomplished. It was, 
after all, the only thing that really mattered.
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

Moving Forward 
in Victory

by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

Victory?
Victory is not a word used by pro-life 

folks these days. We elected the most pro-
abortion president and congress in American 
history. Amazingly, both President Obama 
and Speaker Pelosi say they want to reduce 
the number of abortions. Mere words. Their 
actions and planned actions speak loudly of 
the opposite. How will tax-payer funding of 
abortions world wide and nationally reduce 
abortions? How will removing 
restrictions on abortions reduce 
abortions? How will providing 
government health care covering 
abortions reduce abortions? How 
will increasing Title X funding 
and expanding Medicaid fund-
ing for “family planning” services 
reduce abortions?

Victory? President Obama 
speaks of family values and 
appears to be an example of a 
loving, intact family. I com-
mend him and Mrs. Obama for 
modeling good father/child and 
mother/child relationships. Yet, they promote 
abortion which brutally destroys the parent/
child relationship more than 3,200 times each 
day. As babies are ripped from wombs, families 
are torn apart on a variety of levels. Abortion 
promotes valuing self—not families.

The Psalmist writes, “Put not your trust 
in princes, in a son of man, in whom there 
is no salvation” (Psalm 146:3). Many people 
voted for Obama looking for change and salva-
tion from economic woes. I pray that during 
his term in office the economy will indeed 
turn around. But the price will be great, not 

in terms of bailout billions but in terms of 
sacrificing our children and the continued 
eroding of our moral base. We have sacrificed 
life and the God-given value of life for the 
sake of living comfortably. We have sacrificed 
democracy’s need for a moral foundation to 
build upon the sands of promised prosper-
ity. How can I talk about moving forward in 
victory?

Victory!
Here’s how: “But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57). Vic-
tory over sin and the death it brought is not 
something we obtain. It is something we are 

given! Death will not win in the 
end because Christ brought an 
end to death. Jesus paid sin’s 
wages, placed Himself under 
sin’s curse, and thus destroyed 
death and brought life and im-
mortality.

Living the Victory
While in Washington D.C. 

for the March for Life, I was 
able to listen to and visit with 
a number of prominent pro-
life leaders. These are people 
very much in tune with the 
political climate in D.C., the 

complexities of the life issues, and the urgency 
for action. I asked one of them what I should 
tell pastors when they ask me (which they are 
doing more frequently), “What can I do?” 
“Preach the Gospel,” was my response! I im-
mediately thought of LFL’s theme for our 30th 
Anniversary, Bringing Good News to Life. 
Energizing and equipping the church to apply 
the Gospel to the life issues is what LFL has 
done and will continue to do. 

There was a consensus among these leaders 
that two critical things need to happen, and 
neither involves putting our trust in princes. 

Critical issue: Move God’s people to BE God’s people. 
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives
At the risk of oversimplifying what these great 
minds were saying, the following is my para-
phrase. The first critical thing is to move the 
people of God to get off their padded pews 
and BE the people of God. 

Called to Be Different in the Victory
The Lord blesses His Church through 

Word and Sacrament and pours out His im-
measurable grace upon us. His Spirit calls us to 
faith and enlightens us to see God’s salvation 
in Christ, receive rich and daily forgiveness, 
and be assured of eternal life. Christ makes 
us brand-new, gives us new life, and gives us 
a new perspective on living life.

We readily acknowledge such profoundly 
simple and divinely powerful teachings. We 
memorize them from little blue or maroon 
books. We nod our heads in affirmation as the 
pastor proclaims them. Then we, who have 
been made different and not of this world, 
go out into the world and live as if we are not 
different. Our faith becomes an aspect of our 
lives rather than the perspective from which 
we view all life. 

Thus, in our example above, we view fixing 
the economy and protecting unborn human 
life as equal issues. If we can’t have both, we 
behave as if we can choose. “Sure, I’m against 
abortion, but my 401K is in the tank. We need 
change.” But the Christian perspective places 
protecting unborn human life as a primary 
issue. We who are not of this world cannot 
equate the two. When we view abortion 
through the lens of our Christian faith, we do 
not see a moral issue that needs correcting or 
a political issue that needs strategizing. We see 
a spiritual issue that takes priority. The child 
in the womb belongs to God, formed by His 
hands and purchased by His blood. Abortion 
not only assaults human life, it assaults the 
Creator and Redeemer of human life. 

The Holy Spirit gives Christians a differ-
ent perspective, a perspective that flows from 
Christ’s victory. Christians are called to BE 

different and make a difference in an increas-
ingly indifferent world.

Called to Reach Out in the Victory
The second critical thing identified by 

those pro-life leaders was the need to reach 
out and influence people not like us in the 
real world. Being different and striving to 
make a difference does not equate with being 
arrogant. If we are to influence our neighbor, 
then we must love our neighbor. Condemna-
tion and judgmental confrontation builds 
barriers not bridges. Pious, pro-life platitudes 
do nothing to convince those who oppose us 
or to help those dealing with real problems 
in a real world. 

Pregnancy centers and post-abortion coun-
seling centers shine as examples of the influ-
ence that comes from loving our neighbor. 
Hospice centers and volunteers are another. 
Pastors who boldly proclaim the truth of God’s 
Law and Gospel in love, and parishioners who 
practice what is preached in the same manner, 
provide opportunity for the Spirit of Christ to 
be at work influencing those around us.

The means we use to influence those not 
like us was discussed as well. Most young 
people, for example, will not be reading this 
article. I’m amazed that you have made it this 
far! So as we move forward, we must keep up. 
We must constantly learn about and use the 
necessary media and technology that bridges 
the gap and provides opportunity for com-
municating a Christ-centered message of life 
in a winsome and relevant way.

Moving Forward
Recognizing that there is much to be done, 

LFL moves forward in Christ’s victory know-
ing He gives us what we need to get it done 
in His Word. We will continue to Bring Good 
News to Life. We will continue to apply this 
Good News to the life issues. We will continue 
to equip God’s people to speak this Good 
News and to BE this Good News! 

Critical issue: Reach out and influence people not like us. 
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Change and 
Challenges

by Grace Kern 
www.word-of-hope.org 

As a ministry that stands for LIFE in this 
culture of death, we see that we will be facing 
many new and difficult challenges. We know 
that as children of the Almighty God we must 
be ready to fight the battles set before us. 

Recently, our country was introduced to 
vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin and 
her beautiful family, including baby Trig. 
Sarah showed us that she cherished life, every 
innocent life, because she knew it was cre-
ated for a purpose. By her example we could 
see that being pro-
life is more than 
words. Because of 
Sarah and Trig many 
came to see that by 
supporting “choice” 
they had bought a 
lie. This realization 
forced women to 
reckon with their 
past choices. Al-
though Sarah didn’t 
win the national 
election, she did something more important! 
She showed the true meaning of what being 
pro-life is all about. 

At Word of Hope, what amazed me most 
during this time was the awakening of many 
who desperately needed to talk to someone 
about a past abortion. We have clearly seen 
God at work in the unbelievable amount of 
calls and e-mails from post-abortive women 
and men seeking help and healing. Whether 
their abortion occurred one week ago or 50 
years ago, when they called our hot line they 
were ready to address the secret that has kept 
them bound. 

This battle is worth fighting because lives 
are being restored to Our Savior. 

At Word of Hope we must stay on course 
and do everything possible to keep our services 
available to the millions in need of help. We 
see the days of change ahead as an opportunity 
for God’s greater plan. With 22 percent of all 
pregnancies ending in abortion it’s a sad fact 
that Christians faced with unwanted pregnan-
cies choose abortion on a regular basis. Many 
of these women and men are in our own 
Lutheran churches. 

Here’s a small sample of the calls and notes 
we have received these past few months. I 
want  to encourage you, show how God is 
working, and tell you that, as a ministry and 
as the Church, we need to be involved—now 
more than ever.

“My abortion 
was  ove r  15 
years ago. I will 
never forget the 
doctors telling 
me and my hus-
band that the 
baby I was car-
rying had Down 
syndrome. Ev-
eryone told us 
we could never 
handle a child 

like this with four other children at our 
age. I didn’t think I needed healing but 
I was wrong. The sadness around our 
family felt like it was killing all of us. 
After a few weeks of counseling at Word 
of Hope I found that I had built walls 
around my feelings. It was destroying 
my relationship with my husband and 
our children. I was amazed to find that 
I had been suppressing feelings that 
only God could help me work through. 
Thank you very much for being there for 
me. I especially appreciate the patience 
you showed me. You were the kind of 
friend I needed. I’ve experienced Jesus 
setting me free. Thanks.” 

888-217-8679
For every 

broken heart,
there is a need for a

Word of
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Abortion/Post-Abortion/Alternatives

You can have a Life 
Sunday any time. Go to: 

www.lutheransforlife.org

“When I came to Word of Hope, every 
time I thought of myself I would say ‘I 
hate me!’ What a terrible thing to say, 
right? Well that is how I felt at the time. 
Every time I would fall into a horrible 
depression, the abortion I had when I 
was a 17 years old would come to the 
front of my thoughts. Where were my 
parents? I felt like no one loved me. 
I walked around thinking God was 
punishing me because I was a terrible 
person. The counselor I had helped me 
open up and look at all the events that 
led up to my decision to have an abor-
tion but also made me look at other 
circumstances in my life and see every-
thing for what it was. Well, I confirmed 
I was indeed a sinner! The great news 
is I am also a child of God and Jesus 
Christ is my Savior. I stopped being 
angry. This experience has been truly 
life changing and I am truly blessed to 
have found this place!”

“I have gone to numerous places for 
help but this place was awesome. I feel 
like I have literally been washed clean 
with the Words of Scripture. The op-
portunity to learn and be ministered to 
at your own pace gives the Holy Spirit 
time to dig deep into hidden places 
where my secret sin of abortion and 
abuse has given the devil a foothold to 
torment me. This study and the caring 
people in your ministry was exactly 
what I needed. It was the answer to 
years of searching and prayer.” 

God has brought so many broken and 
hurting to us in ways we can’t even com-
prehend. We continue to proclaim Christ’s 
healing, and serve the needs of women and 
men who have experienced the loss of a child 
through an abortion. We know that God is in 
control, we also know that He uses people to 
do His work. 

The Preciousness of Life 
Our culture chooses death. They’ve been 

doing it for so long that this terrible thing has 
been twisted into a good thing, an acceptable 
way out of a difficult situation. Maybe [you] 
bought into this lie and are now crushed by 
the regret of this decision. You may believe 
that you could never be considered worthy 
of forgiveness. Welcome to the crowd! … It 
is not the kind of sin that makes us unworthy 
before God; it is sin that makes us unworthy 
… we have a God who loves us anyway and 
forgives all sins for the sake of His Son who 
took the “hit” for us … 

Enter Jesus. The Author of Life. The Res-
urrection and the Life. The Way, the Truth, 
and the Life … “Who, being in very na-
ture God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself and became obedient 
to death—even death on a cross!” (Philip-
pians 2:6-8 NIV)

We all need this Word of Life. And there 
He is, hanging on the cross, blood dripping 
down, for me, for us … With hearts cleansed 
of anger, with hands unclenched and washed, 
we hold forth the Word of Life to a lost and 
twisted world.  

(This is a Life Sunday sermon excerpt from Dr. David 
Veum, President of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota.)

Good 
News

FOR  Life
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My Real Life Bella
by Heather Ruesch

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him and he will 
make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

I grew up in a loving Christian family 
where, at a very young age, I remember hear-
ing this Bible verse from Proverbs. Little did 
I know that God would use this verse to carry 
me through some of the most difficult times 
in my life. It’s truly amazing to look back and 
see how our merciful Savior was able to take 
a seemingly hopeless situation and bring such 
awesome blessings from it! That being said, 
if someone had told 
me that then, I never 
would have believed 
it. I had to learn that 
I could trust in Him 
first. 

Recently someone 
told me of the movie 
Bella, named after the 
daughter of a young 
girl who had an un-
planned pregnancy. Of 
course, right away I ran 
out to get it since that 
sounded so much like my own story. After 
watching I was astounded at the similari-
ties between this story and my own. What a 
treasure! 

 I was in college; working as a waitress 
and having the usual amount of fun that goes 
along with that newly found, semi-grownup 
“freedom.” I was in a long-term relationship 
that was slowly becoming a bit too claus-
trophobic and found myself wanting some 
space—and less responsibility. After ending 
the relationship, a co-worker and I began 
to spend a lot of time together. He was the 
epitome of everything I had been missing. 
Carefree and spontaneous, he gifted me that 

“freedom” I had been craving. Looking back, 
now I know that “freedom” might better be 
termed “irresponsibility.” 

After only two months of knowing him, I 
was pregnant with his child. Ouch. I hardly 
knew this guy. How was I going to share the 
rest of my life with him? That is what you 
do in this situation, right—get married and 
spend the rest of your life lying in the bed you 
made? It seemed pretty hopeless. He wasn’t a 
bad guy, and he had a lot of great qualities. 
But the cold, hard truth is that I hardly knew 
him. As if that wasn’t enough, my mind was 
swimming with all of the other implications 
I was going to have to deal with. What about 
school? What were my parents and my family 
going to think of me? What about money? 

(I had none.) I could 
barely take care of my-
self—I was supposed 
to be living the life of 
spontaneity and fun! 
This was definitely not 
what I had in mind. 
This was not part of 
my “perfect plan.” 

Well, one thing 
was right. There was 
no “perfection” in my 
plans. I had sinned. I 

had gotten sidetracked with what I wanted 
and what felt good for me at the time. Free-
dom does that if you’re not careful. Scared and 
very aware of the fact that another human life 
was now in my hands, I didn’t know what I 
was going to do. 

I broke the news to my boyfriend and soon 
after to my mom and two sisters. It wasn’t until 
we sat down with his parents that I was chal-
lenged with some of the moral mind-games 
that Satan tries to play.

What about an abortion?
The words hit me like a brick in the face. 

Abortion? No. Not an option. I could feel the 
sweat beading up on my forehead. 

Bella 
and 
Heather
Ruesch
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You’re going to ruin your lives. You’ve got 
so much going for you.

I left there that day feeling defeated—like 
I didn’t have a choice. I wasn’t the only one 
involved here. Didn’t I have to think of every-
one else too? If I did keep this child, was that 
selfish of me? They’re the adults here, after all. 
Part of me wanted to trust they knew what 
they were talking about and that I just didn’t 
see the big picture. What if having this baby 
was the end of my life as I knew it?

But God has a way of using what we see 
as crisis to be the means by which He brings 
us closer to Him. In the 
middle of what seemed 
like the biggest mess I 
could make for myself, 
my prayers seemed to 
me like daily conversa-
tions with God. The 
theme: TRUST. More 
specifically, Him show-
ing me I could trust 
Him every day, every 
hour, every minute, 
every second. He would 
be with me all the way 
and teach me how much 
He valued the life of my 
child—and my own life 
as well. 

There were so many 
people that God placed 
in my life after that day 
to help and support me. I made up my mind 
that no matter the cost—to me or to others—I 
was keeping this child. God showed me He 
valued life so much that He would provide for 
me and would bless me for trusting in Him 
and His plan for me. I look back on this part 
of my life and can’t help but envision a road 
map with a beginning and an end. And all 
along there are places where I have veered off 
the path but He’s put me back on. Sometimes 
it’s right away and sometimes it takes a little 
longer. God not only accomplishes His will 

in spite of our mistakes, He taught me that 
He can even accomplish His will through our 
mistakes. Wow! 

Isabella Grace was born May 4, 2000. She 
has been an instrument in which God has 
shown me His grace and compassion for His 
children, surpassed only by the death of His 
son, Jesus Christ. Upon Bella’s conception, 
life did change forever, and I am eternally 
thankful. I now know that there is a purpose 
for my life. Despite the unplanned way in 
which Isabella came to be, I have been shown 
what a gift it is to become a mother. There is 

no higher vocation for 
a woman than this. I 
am truly blessed and 
even thankful for the 
mistakes I’ve made be-
cause they have led me 
to such a greater un-
derstanding of Christ’s 
love. God is always in 
control. No matter 
how big or small the 
challenge may seem. 

One year after Bel-
la was born, I met my 
husband, Matt. He 
is a Lutheran pastor 
and a wonderful hus-
band and father. Since 
being married, God 
has added two more 
beautiful children to 

our family: Paul, 6 and Sofia, 2. Additionally, 
having always had a love for children and 
music, I continued on to earn my Associates 
Degree in Early Childhood Education. I have 
worked in daycares and preschools for the last 
eight years and have been honored to play a 
part in the healthy growth of so many of God’s 
smallest blessings! He’s given me opportunities 
to pursue my love of singing and song writing 
as well. All of these are things He’s given me to 
further learn to trust in His forgiveness, love, 
and care for my every need!

Sofia, Heather, 
Bella , Paul, and 
Matt Ruesch
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Getting to the Heart of 
the Matter (Part 1)

by Linda D. Bartlett
www.titus2-4life.org

Mary is a pastor’s wife who attended 
two Titus 2 Retreats and then promoted a 
retreat for the wives of pastors. Cheryl is a 
district president’s wife who hosted a training 
retreat in her home and, with her husband, 
organized a retreat for the wives of pastors in 
their district. 

Sandy is an LFL volunteer who hosted 
two retreats in her home. Her daughter, 
Beth, was trained as a Titus 2 for Life 
leader and facilitated 
an overnight retreat 
for dorm friends at 
Concordia University 
in Mequon. As a 
deacone s s ,  Be th 
hopes to do Titus 2 
ministry wherever she 
is placed. Lynette is an 
LFL state president 
who hosted a retreat 
and Dressing for Life 
event. Together with 
her daughter Crystal, a college student, she 
hosted a sleep-over for the models during 
which Crystal led portions of the Dressing for 
Life Bible study. 

Stacey is a young mom and member of the 
national board of LFL who hosted a Titus 2 
Retreat in her home and is preparing to co-
host with her sister, Jamie, a Titus 2 Tea for 
their women’s fellowship and a retreat for a 
smaller group of women in the home. What 
do these and many other women have in 
common? 

They want to get to the heart of the 
matter. 

At a Titus 2 Retreat, we dig beneath the 
surface to expose layers of distorted truth 

and blatant lies. We explore the realities of 
what has to happen before a woman will ever 
“choose” to abort her child. We contrast the 
world with the Word—and get to the heart 
of the matter!

The heart of the matter is this: too often 
we are more influenced by the world than 
by the Word. We have been taken captive 
by ideas and trends that oppose God. It is 
possible that Titus, the young New Testament 
pastor, saw the individuals and families of his 
congregation being swayed by the world and 
suffering the consequences of sinful choices. 
He needed a model that would help them 
build a culture of life in the midst of despair, 
decay, and ruin.

The inspired model (Titus 2:2-8) is not 
popular. In fact, it is 
counterculture. But, 
for those willing 
to try it, there is 
p romi s e  ( 2 :11 -
14)! This model 
for mentoring is 
eye-opening for 
those who attend 
a Titus 2 Retreat, 
and emotionally 
draining for me. It 

is eye-opening because many of the women 
may, for the first time, realize they’ve been 
influenced by the world. We share “ah ha!” 
moments which may validate personal 
convictions and bring tears of joy or, stir up 
memories and bring tears of pain or even 
anger. It is emotionally draining because I am 
acutely aware that each woman in the room 
has a story. Most are sensitive to at least one 
particular topic. Some, out of loyalty to a 
person they trusted, get defensive. Unable to 
know if all have been convicted by the Law 
or not, I am called to practice compassionate 
Gospel. 

What follows a Titus 2 Retreat? 
“The retreat was a real blessing to me,” wrote 
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a pastor’s wife, “and … to our congregation. 
I started a weekly women’s Bible study in 
my home. We are using Men, Women, and 
Relationships. The junior/senior high class I 
share with another gal is going to split girls 
and boys. We’re going to use the Bible study, 
Dressing for Life, with the girls while the men 
do a class with the boys.” 

Titus 2 Retreats offer much encouragement 
to women beginning with God’s Word in 
Genesis. They also challenge leader and 
participants to see the world as God sees it. 
“Hot button” issues are discussed with the goal 
of helping us all think rather than just feel or 
recite popular mantra. Winsome discussion 
offers opportunity to expose and contrast 
worldviews without really forcing anything 
on anyone. Such discussions are exercises in 
courage! Why? 

Too often, we forget to look at controversial 
issues from a biblical perspective and, instead, 
fall back on our own opinion which is 
easily shaped by the world. I remember one 
participant who did this during a discussion 
of women (the bearers of life) in combat. 
Her confident remarks, however, intimidated 
several others into silence. One who was 
intimidated later wrote, “This reminds me 
how we women are … most of us don’t want 
conflict and don’t like to oppose someone 
else in public.” Isn’t this, perhaps, one reason 
why so many worldly ideas take hold in our 
congregations and families? Wrong ideas left 
unopposed can hurt. I will admit to being 
fearful in facilitating open discussion. For this 
reason, I always pray: “Dear God, don’t let me 
get in the way of Your Spirit.” His Word is 
sufficient. We are called to use it with caring 
respect for people.

Many discussions, I am told, continue 
“after hours” among smaller groups of women 
in their rooms or on the drive home. “I want to 
thank you for your Gospel-oriented message,” 
a woman wrote, “for the clear word of law and 
the blessed word of grace. You did a beautiful 
job of proclaiming the truth in love and with 

compassion. I especially appreciated the 
opportunity to talk about these issues because 
it has initiated several conversations between 
others and me.”

She continued, “You have helped me 
think about aspects of abortion in a new 
way. I always believed most abortions were 
the result of promiscuity among teen and 
young adult women. I had also understood 
that promiscuity among these women was a 
result of our culture (immodest dress, media 
glorification of illicit sexual relationships, 
a “me-first” attitude, etc.), the feminist 
movement, the absence of a strong father 
figure, and a lack of understanding and firm 
grounding in God’s Word. I still think those 
are significant issues and I appreciate the work 
you are doing in those areas, but I have begun 
to realize there is a piece missing from the 
puzzle, one that could significantly impact 
the number of abortions in our country—and 
the number of hurting women—if it were also 
addressed.”

This woman, after a deeply honest and 
revealing discussion with other Lutheran 
women, was motivated to research the 
prevalence of childhood sexual abuse (CSA) 
and its connection to promiscuity and 
abortion. She has encouraged me to address 
this “missing piece of the puzzle.” Together, we 
want to get to the heart of a sensitive matter 
that has generational impact.

Look for The Heart of the Matter: Part II 
in the summer issue of LifeDate.
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��������������������From Linda Bartlett: 

Men, Women, and 
Relationships Bible study.  
Item 901BS. $10.00 ea.

Dressing for Life: 
Secrets of  the Great 
Cover-up, Bible study 
(downloadable PDF). 
Item DFL. $15.00 ea.
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Bioethics and Creation

My Predictions for 
2009 in Bioethics

by Wesley J. Smith

Wesley J. Smith has been a speaker 
at several LFL conferences. He 
recently posted these thoughts online at www.
wesleyjsmith.com.

Each year the Center for Bioethics and 
Culture asks me to prognosticate about the 
coming year. This year, that duty is painful. 
I believe we are entering dark days. But it is 
my job to call them as I see them without 
honey coating. I predict:

Biotechnology:
The Bush embryonic stem 

cell funding policy is toast.
The amount of federal 

funding of human embryonic 
stem cell research (ESCR) will 
remain roughly the same.

New federal law will 
explicitly legalize therapeutic 
cloning.

The federal government 
will not fund human 
cloning.

Assisted Suicide:
Washington state assisted suicide will 

quickly become routine. Any abuses or 
problems that come to light in Washington, 
will, as in Oregon, be ignored by state 
authorities and go mostly unreported by the 
media.

The Montana Supreme Court will create 
a constitutional right to assisted suicide.

At least one state legislature will vote to 
legalize assisted suicide: Look for Hawaii, 
California, and/or Vermont to legalize assisted 
suicide through the legislative process.

Abortion: 
The Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA)—

which would erase all state laws limiting 
abortion—will be fought tooth and tong 
by the pro life movement. It will not pass in 
2009.

Conscience Clauses:
The Bush Administration passed a 

regulation at the end of his term protecting 
such dissenting health care workers from 
being discriminated against in employment 
for hearkening to the call of conscience. 
Look for this rule to be overturned by the 
Obama Administration, or overturned by 
legislation.

Human Exceptionalism: 
The timing is 

uncertain, but look 
for the European 
Court of Human 
Rights to declare that 
chimpanzees are legal 
persons in Europe, 
perhaps this year, but 
almost certainly by 
the end of 2010.

Futile Care: 
Texas will not 

rescind its law 
legalizing medical futility in 2009.

Biological Colonialism: 
Alas, despite legal attempts to restrict the 

exploitation of the world's destitute for their 
body parts, biological colonialism (such as 
buying organs), will increase in 2009.

I have been asked privately why I would 
be so publicly pessimistic, even if realistic, 
in this prediction. The worry is that people 
might get discouraged. Perhaps, but I hope it 
will wake people up! I am so tired of hearing, 
“It can’t happen here,” that the time has 
come for all to understand that not only can 
it happen here, it is happening now. It is now 
or never to defend the ramparts!
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The Handiwork of God tells us that the 
value of human life comes from what 
God has done and continues to do! Life 
is His handiwork! He creates life with His 
hands. He redeemed life with His hands. 
He holds His children by the hand. 

When we understand these answers, 
then, as we confront difficult issues, some 
questions won’t even need to be asked. 
This is a wonderful resource for both 
congregational and school use!
Brochure. 
Item 1007T. $0.25 ea.

Being a Watchman
Ezekiel was called to 

be Israel’s Watchman 
(Ezekiel 33), warn-
ing them with God’s 
Law and comforting 
them with His Gospel. 
As Christians who are 
concerned about the 
issues of life from abor-
tion to embryonic stem 
cell research to assisted 
suicide, we too are called to be “Watchmen,” 
both warning and comforting the Church and 
our country based on God’s Word.  

Many are justifiably concerned about how 
the issues close to our heart will fare in the next 
few years. At the same time we are called to be  
faithful to God’s Word of Life. As we move 
forward, Bible commentator Keith B. Kuschel, 
offers encouragement and direction:

“Most of us at some point in our lives 
have wondered with Ezekiel, ‘Lord, what 
am I supposed to do now?’ The reason 
we ask this question may be that some 
circumstances in our lives have changed. 
We think changed circumstances mean 
changes in our orders from the Lord. We 
hear him tell us in his Word: ‘Continue 
to witness to me by talking about Jesus 
the Savior. Continue to witness to me by 
living your life in a God-pleasing manner. 
Continue to apply the message of my law 
when it’s needed to point out sin. And 
continue to apply the message of my love 
when it’s needed to comfort the sinner.’ 
And we reply, ‘But we tried that already.’ 
Then the Lord comes to us, as he did to 
Ezekiel, and says, ‘You are still watchmen. 
Circumstances don’t change my message 
nor do they change your use of it.’ Some 
things change, other never do.”
(Ezekiel – The People’s Bible, Northwestern Publishing 
House. Used by permission.)
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“You will be with child and give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High” (Luke 1:31-32a NIV).

If we celebrate Christmas on December 25, 
then we are right in celebrating His concep-
tion exactly nine months before Christmas on 
March 25 (this year, it’s a Wednesday). This 
observance is called the Annunciation because 
this news was announced 
to Mary by God’s angel. 
This marks the beginning 
of Mary’s pregnancy, a very 
special pregnancy. 

Mary was pregnant with 
God. 

Since we’re probably not 
used to thinking that way, 
perhaps a good place to 
start is to show it isn’t a new 
thought as far as Christianity 
is concerned. 

In Luke 1:26-38 (all 
quotes from NIV) it is clear 
that what was conceived in the Virgin Mary 
was God. The Angel promises two things to 
Mary in verse 31. “You will be with child”—
that is, conceive, become pregnant—and “You 
will give birth to a son.” He, the child, the 
one conceived, the one to be born, will be 
called “The Son of the Most High,” in other 
words, God. In verse 35 the angel says, “The 
holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God.” The holy one is to be born. He isn’t 
yet, but He is still called the holy one, in other 
words, God.

Mary was pregnant with God. She had 
to be. Our salvation depends on it. Psalm 51 
tells us that we were conceived and born in sin 

(Psalm 51:5). Isaiah tells us that all the good 
deeds we do as we live our lives are nothing 
but “filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). Paul tells us that 
the wages of our sins is death (Romans 3:23) 
and all we deserve is the wrath and punish-
ment of God (Ephesians 2:3). But Jesus passed 
through all those stages for us. He took our 
place in the womb and in birth, redeeming us 
from our sinful beginning. He took our place 
as He lived His life for us covering the “filthy 
rags” of our deeds with His perfect deeds. 
He took our place on the cross redeeming us 
from the punishment of Hell. He took our 
place in the grave and rose again redeeming 
us from the sting of death and giving us sure 
and certain hope. 

Mary was pregnant with 
God. Our salvation depends 
upon it. But we are not 
done learning from this 
pregnancy. It also teaches us 
of God’s great love for hu-
man life. God was involved 
in this conception and He 
was involved in yours as 
well. His hands, Scripture 
says, knit you together in 
your mother’s womb (Psalm 
139:13). His hands shaped 
you and formed you, in the 
womb (Isaiah 44:2). You are 

not the product of some biological assembly 
line. You could all have a sticker on the back 
of your neck saying, “Hand made by God.” 
That gives life, your life, value. It is value that 
does not depend upon how well you can see or 
hear or walk or talk or think, value that does 
not depend upon how you look or feel, value 
that does not depend upon your health or the 
absence of suffering in your life. 

You are valuable to God because He made 
you and He loved what He made so much 
that He was conceived in a womb, born in a 
stable, suffered on a cross, buried in a tomb. 
Then He rose again to say “Yes” to it all, to 
say “Yes” to you, to give you His victory over 

Pregnant with God
(sermon excerpts)

by Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb
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The Annunciation of our Lord
Wednesday, March 25, 2009

 

The path to the cross did not begin 
in Bethlehem but in  Nazareth !  On 
the church year calendar, March 25 
is The Annunciation of Our Lord—a 
most appropriate time to celebrate the 
Incarnation.

God became man at Jesus’ conception 
in Mary … What powerful implications 
for the value of human life from the very 
beginning! 

To help observe the Annunciation of our 
Lord, Lutherans For Life offers—FREE OF 
CHARGE—this bulletin insert:

The Miracle of the Incarnation 
Item 1106BI. To read the complete insert 
text and to order go to:
www.lutheransforlife.org/annunciation.htm 

Also available on the web site: 
Sample sermon: Pregnant with God, 
based on Luke 1:26-38 and Worship 
Service format.

death and the grave. That’s love! 
With His precious blood, He has redeemed 

you. Life is the work of His creating hands, 
the work of His redeeming hands.

God loves life from the moment of con-
ception. How can we not? However, our love 
cannot stop there. A group of Sunday school 
children was asked to write letters to God. 
Little Nan wrote, “Dear God, I bet it is very 
hard for You to love all of everybody in the 
whole world. There are only four people in 
our family and I can never do it.” Standing up 
for the value of human life must be more than 
being against abortion. It also means loving 
“all of everybody.” It means being “For Life” 
in all stages and conditions. It means having 
compassion on those caught up in difficult 
situations and on those who have made mis-
takes. It means doing all we can to prevent 
people from getting into these situations. We 
need to treat our young people with respect 
and help them understand that they can make 
good, God-pleasing choices. They can chose to 
love their future spouse right now before even 
knowing who they are by saving themselves 
for that person in marriage. 

When mistakes happen, we need to react 
with compassion, not condemnation. We need 
to hear over and over again the love of God 
in sending Jesus who would save His people 
from their sins. More than any other reason, 
this is why the Church dare not buy into this 
“these are political issues” excuse. These issues 
are causing a lot of pain and a lot of hurt. They 
give God’s people tremendous opportunity not 
just to stand up and call wrong things wrong, 
but to stand up and declare with compassion 
what God has done in Jesus to bring hope to 
those who have done wrong things. 

Mary was pregnant with God. Jesus was 
God and man from the moment of conception 
and from that very moment of conception, 
He was Jesus, Savior, taking our place to save 
us from our sins. What love God has for us. 
What love we can share with others, from the 
moment of conception.
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End-of-Life Issues

The March of Death – 
A Culture Commits Suicide 

by Chuck Colson

Those who have embraced the culture of 
death had much to celebrate during 2008. 
By “culture of death,” I’m referring to those 
movements which would advance euthana-
sia, assisted suicide, abortion, fetal experi-
mentation, and even population control.

Let’s take a quick look at the year gone by. 
I think you’ll see what I mean. 

In the U.S., voters in Washington State 
approved the grotesquely named “Death with 
Dignity Act,” which will allow physicians to 
prescribe lethal doses of drugs to their termi-
nally ill patients. Washington joins Oregon 
as the only states (for now) 
that have legalized assisted 
suicide. Two down, 48 to 
go.

Of course there was oth-
er significant news in the 
other Washington, Wash-
ington, DC, where the new 
administration began to 
set up shop in the White 
House—an administration 
that promised during the campaign to enact 
the “Freedom of Choice Act,” or FOCA.

FOCA will, in essence, eliminate most re-
strictions on abortion. Parental notification, 
informed consent, conscientious objection 
on behalf of healthcare providers, restrictions 
on late-term abortions, could well be things 
of the past. Not for nothing did the Catholic 
Bishops describe FOCA as “the most radical 
and extreme abortion legislation ever consid-
ered in the United States.” 

And, of course, the new administration 
will do all that it can to promote the use of 
human embryos for stem cell research.

On the other side of the pond, legislators 
in the small nation of Luxembourg decided 

that the “right to death” was so important, 
that they stripped Grand Duke Henri of his 
constitutional right to veto legislation. Why? 
Because he dared to oppose a new euthana-
sia law. Well, I guess that’s better than what 
Europeans used to do when they didn’t like 
their monarch.

But it’s not enough that individuals can 
now legally find ways to kill themselves. No, 
now people can share their final moments 
with millions of onlookers. Britain’s Sky 
Network aired a documentary that showed 
the final minutes of the life of Craig Ewert, 
an American who suffered from Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. Ewert paid the Swiss assisted suicide 
group Dignitas 3,000 pounds to help him die. 
He had to travel to the little Alpine nation 
because Switzerland is the only country that 

opens the maw of death—
excuse me—that opens its 
arms to foreigners who want 
to kill themselves.

And then there’s the hor-
rible case of the 19-year-old 
Florida man who committed 
suicide while some 1,500 
viewers watched online. The 
video spread all over the 
Web like wildfire.

Is this where we’ve really come to? When 
in the course of human events have so many 
made death their reason for living? 

As Scripture says, God has set before us 
life and death. And our culture is choosing 
death. 

In 2009, the Church must renew its com-
mitment to protecting the life and true dig-
nity of every human—from natural concep-
tion until natural death.

But despite the euphemisms of euthanasia 
law and suicide organizations, true human 
dignity is not found in death (except in cases 
of great self-sacrifice). It is found in life! And 
in Him who is the author of all life.

(From BreakPoint, January 13, 2009, reprinted with 
permission of Prison Fellowship, www.breakpoint.org.)
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Check out end-of-life 
resources at:

www.lutheransforlife.org

End-of-Life Issues

These two booklets are very 
helpful in dealing with end-of-
life issues:

Before I Die – A 
Practical Guide for 
End-of-Life Issues 
by Elizabeth Skoglund, 
shares principles for 
the Christian at life’s 
end along with words 
of encouragement.  
Item 809B. $2.00 ea.

The Basics on 
Advance Directives: 
“Thy Will Be Done”  
by Rev. Dr. James 
I. Lamb has basic 
information about 
Living Wills and other 
advance directives. 
Item 807B. $0.25 ea.

In-depth Manual (an excellent 
resource for pastors, counselors, 
and interested laypeople):

Living with 
Dying – A 
3-ring binder 
with over 
60 items 
addressing 
medical, 
historical, 
spiritual, 
legal, and 
ethical 
questions 

arising at life’s end. This resource is 
aimed at helping you to understand—
and communicate—the crucial 
distinction between “allowing to die” 
and “aiming to kill.” 
Item 802R. $20.00 ea.

The Fear of Aging –
Finding Hope in Isaiah

by Pastor Mark Jeske

So tell me—what are you afraid of? I’ve 
occasionally heard people say, “I don’t need 
money, fancy vacations, fame, or a huge 
home, as long as I have my health.” Well, 
what if you don’t have your health any more? 
All baby boomers will recognize The Who’s 
Pete Townsend’s famous line from his song 
My Generation, “Hope I die before I get old.” 
Are you afraid of the aging process?

If you’re a 
believer in Christ, 
you can enjoy 
the wisdom and 
serenity that come 
with age, knowing 
that shaky hands 
and bad knees 
are only temporary. Soon we will all enjoy 
glorified bodies. Isaiah says in chapter 35 
[paraphrased], “Strengthen the feeble hands; 
steady the knees that give way. Say to those 
with fearful hearts, Your God will come to 
save you!”

(From Grace Moments, 12/18/08, Used by permission. 
www.timeofgrace.org.)
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Lutherans For Life Resources

“Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” Luke 2:19

The Heart of a Mother bulletin insert shares that every mother’s heart, along with 
Mary’s, is a treasure store of things to ponder—things of joy and things of sorrow. A 
mother’s heart also needs the treasure of Christ’s love—to celebrate the joys and to 
be comforted in sorrow. To read the complete bulletin insert text and to order go to:

www.lutheransforlife.org/heart_of_a_mother.htm
Item 1108BI. $0.07 ea.

Share Good News For Life on Mother’s Day!

Not Alone is a caring and helpful devotional 
booklet, especially for single mothers. 
By Linda Bartlett. Item 901B. $2.00 ea.

���������

Also Available …

“When you help moms you’ve gone a long way in promoting the sanctity of 
human life … Join us in praying for moms so that more moms … will know of the 
presence of God in Christ no matter what their circumstances.” 

Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb
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Teaching For Life is a 
unique, all-new, Gospel-centered, 
positive way to help Lutheran school 
teachers apply God’s Word to the 
life issues! 

Teaching For Life 
teaches nine key pro-l ife 
concepts—one for each month 
of the school year—by giving 
ideas on how to integrate them 
into religion, math, social studies, 
language arts, and more. 

The goal of Teaching For 
Life is to make it as easy as 
possible for the teacher to use!

The entire Teaching For 
Life package includes 45 lessons 
for five grade levels (PK-K, 1-2, 
3-4, 5-6, 7-8). It comes in a sturdy 
8.25" x 11" full color tri-fold 
format, providing the teacher with 
all that is needed to teach a key 
life concept each month in a variety 
of ways. 

Each Teaching For Life 
package includes a CD which 
provides additional resources, 
commentary, and teaching tools.

Preview samples of Teaching 
For Life were shared at 
the 2008 Lutheran Education 
Association Conference. The 
response from teachers was 
overwhelmingly positive!

Lesson Plans and CD
Grades PK-K. Item 720C. $49.99 ea.

Grades 1-2. Item 721C. $49.99 ea.

Grades 3-4. Item 723C. $49.99 ea.

Grades 5-6. Item 725C. $49.99 ea.

Grades 7-8. Item 727C. $49.99 ea.

Complete Teaching For Life 
package of 45 lesson plans and CD for 
all grade levels: Item 729C. $199.99 ea.

TFL Themes by Unit 
(Nine Units/Grade Level):

Unit 1: For Life from the Beginning of Time: 
The Importance of a Six-Day Creation. 

Unit 2: For Life Because God Is—
The Trinitarian Value of Human Life. 

Unit 3: For Life from the Very Beginning of Life. 

Unit 4: For Life in the Womb. 

Unit 5: For Chaste and Decent Lives. 

Unit 6: For Life and Loving Them Both. 

Unit 7: For Life and Healing Broken Hearts. 

Unit 8: For Life When Life Isn't Good. 

Unit 9: For Life at Life's End.

Teaching For Life

Consider purchasing 

Teaching For Life
for your favorite            
teacher or school!

Lutherans For Life Resources
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World News

World News summaries are from the Society for the Protection 
of Unborn Children (SPUC) based in London, England:          
www.spuc.org.uk.

Authorities in Beijing are to raise the level 
of fines on couples who have more than one 
child. The Chinese capital’s family planning 
commission says it wants to address poor 
people’s objections to how the rich can pay to 
break the national one-child policy. Current 
fees can be as much as eight times a family’s 
disposable income. Second and subsequent 
children are reportedly barred from education 
and health benefits. SPUC’s Anthony Ozimic 
said: “Foreign governments and international 
so-called family planning agencies have been 
involved in China’s population control pro-
gram for decades, on the pretext of reforming 
the one-child policy. The evidence shows, 
however, that the policy’s implementation has 
in general gotten harsher. It’s time for donors 
to stop giving money to foreign agencies 
complicit in forced abortions in China.” (On 
January 23, President Obama signed an 
order to lift the Mexico City policy 
that prohibited taxpayer funds 
from going to organizations that 
promote or perform abortions 
overseas.) (Irish Time, SPUC, 1/14; 
LifeSiteNews.com, 1/23)

Doctors in England predicted 
an unborn baby with a heart 
condition would be stillborn, and twice 
recommended abortion, yet the child was 
born and was 10 months old as of January. 
Hypoplastic aortic arch was diagnosed at four 
months’ gestation. Gaynor and Lee Purdy, the 
boy’s parents, switched hospitals during the 
pregnancy and never considered abortion. The 
blockage of Kai Purdy’s aortic artery seems 
to have cured itself since birth. Edwards syn-
drome was also diagnosed in utero but he does 
not have it. (Daily Mail, 1/1; SPUC, 1/2) 

Abortion in Spain has doubled in 10 years. 
There were more than 110,000 abortions last 
year, 10 percent up on 2006. One pregnancy 
in five ends in abortion and the increase is 
particularly among young unmarried women. 
The grounds for almost all abortions is: “risk 

for the physical or psychological health of the 
mother.” The government wants to make abor-
tion even easier to get. (Zenit, 12/3; SPUC 12/4)

The Russian Orthodox church has expressed 
its support for the Grand Duke of Luxem-
bourg’s refusal to approve the legalization 
of euthanasia. Locum tenens Metropolitan 
Kirill of Moscow wrote that legal euthanasia 
destroyed traditional morals. It: “… en-
croaches on the sacred gift of life, [a] reverent 
attitude to which was nurtured in Europe’s 
Christian culture for years.” It also perverted 
doctors’ professional duty. The Luxembourg 
parliament changed the grand duke’s status 
so the bill could be passed. (Interfax, 12/22; 
SPUC, 12/24)

Repeat abortions on teenage girls in Britain 
have risen by nearly 70 percent since 1991. 

In 2007, almost 5,900 under-20-year-
olds had an abortion which was not 
their first. Family and Youth Con-

cern said the problem was caused 
by society’s idolizing sex. The 
British Pregnancy Advisory Ser-
vice said it was good that abortion 

had become more acceptable. 
(Daily Mail 12/24; Telegraph, 12/26; 
SPUC, 1/26)

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Christmas 
message to Anglicans worldwide included 
pro-life statements. Dr. Rowan Williams 
wrote about: “the reverence which as Chris-
tians we ought to show to human beings in 
every condition, at every stage of existence.” 
He added: “This is why we cannot regard 
unborn children as less than members of the 
human family, why those with disabilities or 
deprivations have no less claim upon us than 
anyone else, why we try to make loving sense 
of human life even when it is near its end and 
we can hardly see any signs left of freedom or 
thought.” (Archbishop of Canterbury, 12/15; SPUC, 
12/16)
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The Ascended Lord 
In Control of Life – In the Midst of Life

The Ascension of Our Lord offers a wonderful 
opportunity to share Good News FOR Life!

“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
The Ascended Lord bulletin insert reminds us our reigning King also sent His Spirit and remains 
among His people. He is in control of life and in the midst of life! 

What a message of HOPE!

When life seems out of control, it never is! 

When God feels so far away, He never is! Have hope in Him!

Item 1109BI. $0.07 ea.
Also available online: Ascension Day worship service and sermon (free download).
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Spotlight on Lutherans For Life

Welcome Jim Riddle and 
Kay L. Meyer to LFL!

Director of Operations Hired! 
Jim Riddle of Des 

Moines, Iowa, is now   
Director of Operations! 
Jim has a PhD in engi-
neering, an MA in parish 
education and adminis-
tration from Concordia, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, a 
great deal of manage-
ment experience, but 
most of all a strong desire and calling to serve 
Christ and His Church through the ministry 
of LFL. Jim began December 29. 

You can reach Jim at 888-364-LIFE or 
jridddle@lutheransforlife.org. 

Director of Development Hired! 
LFL has contracted 

with Kay L. Meyer to 
work part-time in this 
position. Kay has an 
MA in Media Com-
munications and a BS 
in education. She is an 
author, speaker, and has 
extensive experience in all aspects of devel-
opment. She will focus on individual giving, 
major gifts, and grant research. 

Kay will reside in St. Louis where she also 
works part time for Family Shield Ministries. 
Kay is already hard at work for LFL! 

You can reach Kay at 515-441-6571 or 
kmeyer@lutheransforlife.org.

Lutherans March for Life

“A great message and a great prayer” is 
how Eric Otten, a Navy pilot (and LFL board 
member) from Fort Worth, Texas, described 
the opening prayer by LCMS President Ger-
ald B. Kieschnick that kicked off the March 
for Life rally at the National Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C., on January 22.

In his prayer Dr. Kieschnick asked the 
Lord to, “Help us to defend the defenseless 
and to love those whom others will not love. 
Help us to be Your Good Samaritans in this 
land, that we not ignore the helpless and the 
hurting, but rather speak on their behalf and 
anoint them with the balm of Your salvation 
through Your Word and Sacraments that be-
stow Your grace and restore lives in time for 
eternity.”

LFL Executive Director Dr. James I. 
Lamb said more pro-life Lutheran support-
ers turned out “because more people are real-
izing they have to do something … It’s not 
enough to just nod our heads and say we are 
pro-life. We have to put those words into ac-
tion.”

President Kieschnick said, “This has been 
a wonderful experience, and I’m hopeful it 
will be an encouragement to more of our pas-
tors and more of our members to speak the 
truth in love and to speak out unapologeti-
cally about the God of our universe who cre-
ated life and who wants us to support life in 
all its stages, from the cradle to the grave.”

(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, www.lcms.org)

Life Center Open House!
Friday, March 20 

Nevada, Iowa

Stop in and say “hi”!

Bring some life 
To the life center!
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2009 LFL State Federation 
Conferences

Illinois: 
LFL of Illinois will hold 

it’s state conference on Sat-
urday, April 25, at Saint Pe-
ter Lutheran Church, 310 
N Broadway Street, Joliet. 
Registration will begin at 
8:30 a.m. 

To find out more go to: 
www.lflofillinois.org or e-
mail Illinois Northern District president Al 
Benson at  lfl_ni@prodigy.net or Central/
Southern District president Jeanne Strubbe 
at jeannestrubbe@yahoo.com. Conference 
information details will be available by late 
February.

Kansas:
LFL of Kansas 

will sponsor a day-
long Life Issues Con-
ference on Saturday, 
October 24, in west-
ern Kansas. (Location to be determined.) 
The conference will feature Dr. Robert Weise 
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, speak-
ing on biotechnologies (stem cell research, 
cloning, genetic engineering and assisted re-
productive technologies). There will also be 
workshops, table displays, and a lunch. 

For more information, contact president 
Jeanne Mackay at jmac14430@sbcglobal.net 
or send inquiry to PO Box 19302, Lenexa, 
KS 66285. 

Mark your calendars!
2009 LFL 
National Conference 
July 24-25, 2009
St. Louis, Missouri

Keynote speaker: 
Bobby Schindler, brother of 
Terri Schindler Schiavo

How does a carpenter teach 
the One who made the trees?

Faithful Fathers spotlights the life of 
Joseph, the importance of fathers in 
family life, and the faithfulness of our 
Heavenly Father in helping dads in their 
vocation. 

“Daily seek to be faithful to 
your vocation as father. You are 
important! Daily seek your faithful 
God’s forgiveness. You are important 
to Him! He will bless and uphold 
you.” 

To read the complete bulletin insert text 
and to order go to:  
www.lutheransforlife.org/Faithful_Fathers.htm 
Item 1107BI. $0.07 ea.

More resources for Father’s Day can be 
found at our web site including the “For 
Men Only” and “More Power!” brochures.
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The Certain 
Uncertainty of 
Moving Forward 
or Getting There from Here

by Jim Riddle

Paul writes Philippians while imprisoned 
in Rome. He was constantly under the surveil-
lance of a centurion, he was awaiting trial in 
front of the emperor, he could not, even if he 
wished, go back home and live the simpler 
life of a tentmaker again until the task was 
accomplished.

As he waits, he lives to serve as an 
example to all Christians, to us, of 
patient acceptance. It is within this 
uncertainty that he writes: 

“Brothers and sisters, imitate 
me, and pay attention to those 
who live by the example we have 
given you. I have often told you, 
and now tell you with tears in 
my eyes, that many live as the 
enemies of the cross of Christ. In 
the end they will be destroyed. 
Their own emotions are their 
god, and they take pride in 
the shameful things they do. 
Their minds are set on worldly 
things. We, however, are citizens 
of heaven. We look forward to 
the Lord Jesus Christ coming from 
heaven as our Savior. Through his 
power to bring everything under 
his authority, he will change our 
humble bodies and make them like 
his glorified body.” 
(Philippians 3:17-21 GOD’S WORD)

When we read these words, we realize that 
although we might choose to think of his life 
as having no certainty, Paul is certain what 
was happening. Caesar, and Rome, will fail. 
In the end, they will be destroyed through 
their falsely taken pride in shameful things 

and being ruled by their emotions rather than 
by the Word of God. Meanwhile, Paul knew 
that he and the Body would be taken by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, to be citizens of 
heaven regardless of what happens on earth, 
and we will be glorified when we arrive there. 
So Paul realizes he is moving forward with 
his life in Christ regardless of what the world 
thinks.

I spent most of the summer of 2008 
imprisoned in Clive, Iowa. I was constantly 
under the surveillance of a wheelchair and a 
pair of crutches, awaiting trial in front of the 
orthopaedic surgeon who, by taking the cast 

off and proclaiming my ankle healed, 
would allow me to return to produc-
tive life again. After four months of 
crutches I was allowed to start walk-
ing with one of those big, black cam-
boots. In my worldly focus, I had also 
been looking for a new job since June. 
Just what everyone needs, right? Four 
college degrees, a permanent mobility 
limitation, and no full-time job.

I had a 25-year career as an en-
gineer and environmental scientist 
when I first felt God talking in my 
heart and telling me that He wanted 
me to work for Him in Christian 
education. That was 1995 though. 
From that day when I first heard 
Him through last summer, I was un-
certain what moving forward meant, 

other than He had me take a diversion, in 
2004-2005, to complete a master’s degree in 
parish education and administration through 
Concordia University in St. Paul. 

From time to time over these years I ended 
up leaving what was an otherwise suitable po-
sition due to the vagaries of either economy or 
politics over which I had little, if any, control. 
I had migrated through a string of otherwise 
appropriate professional affiliations with no 
apparent destination. I periodically applied 
for church-related work for which I thought I 
was a natural, only to find that the ubiquitous 
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“candidate whose qualifications more closely 
meet our requirements” had outscored me 
again. At other times the company or organi-
zation was “reconsidering our needs in light of 
our recently reassessed situation” or the like. 

Shortly after being cast forth without 
crutches, still in the boot, I found a great en-
gineering position with FEMA, working on 
recovery efforts for the Iowa floods, only five 
minutes from home. They needed my skills, 
it was relevant work and good pay, just right 
for me as far as I could see.

Surprise! God knew exactly what He was 
doing all along; I didn’t. I was called by God 
to be the director of operations for Lutherans 
for Life. Well, I was physically called by Dr. 
Jim Lamb, the executive director, and offered 
the position by the board of directors through 
Dr. Lamb. But, I knew this was God’s call and 
that when He did call I had to answer.

So I brought up the situation with the 
management in FEMA who, surprisingly 
to me for a government agency, agreed that 
I could not turn down the call. They said if 
LFL didn’t work I could come right back but 
that they hoped that would not be necessary. 
I called Jim, told him I’d be in the last week 
of December, and here I am.

What will I do with and what do I bring 
to LFL? Gosh, I don’t know. The truth is, I 
am a Spirit-driven person. I know that in ad-
dition to quite a few technical skills I bring 
these previously recognized spiritual gifts: 
nurturing, visionary and managing leadership; 
faith and teaching the faith; knowledge and 
insight; encouragement; generosity; proclama-
tion; and, wisdom. I hope to be a leader by 
example and on my own path I have chosen 
to be led by the Spirit. I will pray and seek 
the Lord constantly and am ready to go and 
to guide the organization where He leads us. 
That is the certain uncertainty of the future for 
Lutherans for Life and me, moving forward 
in my life with Christ either against or with 
the flow of the world. Will you please pray 
for us? Thanks.

Tax Free IRA Gift Opportunity! 
Faithful donors often tell us they wish 
they could make a difference "For Life" 
by giving a significant gift—the gift of a 
lifetime—but feel their dream is out of 
reach. The Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) Rollover Law may help you make 
a significant gift to Lutherans For Life in 
2008 and 2009.

The Pension Protection Act exempts from 
taxable income any funds transferred 
(rolled over) from an IRA to a charitable 
organization with these limitations:

The donor must be age 70½ or  ●
older.
The cap on annual IRA rollovers  ●
is $100,000. 
The contribution must be a direct  ●
gift to a charity (no planned 
gifts).

To complete a charitable IRA rollover gift, 
you must have your IRA provider issue a 
check directly to Lutherans For Life, 1120 
South G Avenue, Nevada  IA  50201-
2774, tax ID #41-1374293.  If the check 
is issued to you first, you will be liable for 
the income tax, so please make sure your 
IRA provider understands this is a rollover 
gift.  

If you wish to discuss the IRA charitable 
rollover at greater length, please contact 
Kay Meyer at 515-441-6571. 

You can make the difference of a 
lifetime—"For Life"—today!
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God’s Word, is more than just physical. It is 
also eternal. 

Let’s celebrate God’s love and life in today’s 
world. 

Celebrate the physical life God gives 
to all who believe in Him! (See Genesis 
2:7; Jeremiah 1:5a; Psalm 127:3.)

Celebrate the eternal life we possess 
when we have faith in Christ! (See 
Proverbs 8:35; Matthew 20:28; John 
1:4; John 3:36; John 6:35; John 11:25; 
John 14:6.)

Celebrate the abundant life that can be 
ours as Christians in God’s Kingdom on 
earth. “The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the 
full” (John 10:10 NIV). 

Why  p ro -
m o t e  a n d 
celebrate life? 
The  Bib le 
tells us about 
God’s love, 

the Gospel, and why life is important. 
Statistics also document why Christians 

need to promote and celebrate life. The Alan 
Guttmacher Institute tells us that 3,287 unborn 
babies are killed through abortion every day 
in the United States. One in four households 
consists of a single parent with one or more 
children. Children are having children—1.3 
children live with teenage parents, and only 
half of them are married. Sadly, fifty percent of 
unplanned pregnancies are occurring within 
the church. Sixty-five percent of abortions oc-
cur in women who are between 18-27 years of 
age. Many young single women and men need 
assistance to learn how to be good Christian 
moms and dads. Tragically, the secular world 
continues to encourage women who are preg-
nant and unmarried to choose death for their 
unborn child. 

Spotlight on Lutherans For Life

God Loves Life: 
Physical, Eternal, 
and Abundant Life!

by Kay L. Meyer 

Erica told me, “I came to live here because 
my parents told me that unless I had an abor-
tion, they would not allow me to live with 
them anymore. When I said ‘no’ to an abor-
tion, they gave me a suitcase, told me to pack it 
and leave. For a while I lived with friends, but 
that didn’t work out. I also lived in a homeless 
shelter. Then I learned about this maternity 
home and came to live here.”

From 1998 through 2002 I worked at a 
Christian maternity home for teens and young 
women who had chosen life for their baby. 
During the first two years I was the Spiritual 
Life Director. 
I t  w a s  a 
tremendous 
joy to share 
God’s love 
w i t h  t h e 
women. They 
often had no knowledge of God’s Word and 
knew little about Christ or what He had done 
for them. During those years 16 women came 
to know Christ. Others grew in faith. Seeing 
their faith begin and grow was an awesome 
and humbling experience. Since then I have 
been asked to speak on life issues. One of 
my favorite life topics is summed up in this 
article’s title. Here’s why:

So often people who learn of organizations 
like Lutherans For Life that promote life and 
encourage help for pregnant women and their 
unborn child sometimes think only of physical 
life. They think of the birth or abortion of a 
baby. Or they think of adoption, abstinence 
programs, and end of life issues. Certainly 
God’s Word talks about physical life. Physical 
life is important. It begins in the womb and 
ends in the tomb. But, life, according to 
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Now let’s review some statistics related to 
evangelism and mission work. The United 
States is the third largest mission field in the 
world. One out of every three adults (33%) 
in the United States is unchurched. This 
proportion represents 65-70 million adults 
in America. It may surprise you to learn that 
roughly 10 million “born again” Christian 
adults are also unchurched. 

Yes, the Body of Christ has challenges ahead. 
In November 2008, the American people 
elected the most pro-abortion president the 
United States has ever had. President Obama 
has vowed to approve the Freedom of Choice 
Act (FOCA). 

Sadly, some Christians have given up. They 
said, “It’s too hard. We can’t win the battle for 
life.” Others have been influenced by the secular 
culture. The secular world and now even some 
who claim the name of Christ are opposed to 
the message that values life from the womb 
to the tomb. Some still don’t understand the 
issues—some because they are not educated 
about the issues and others because they don’t 
have a personal relationship with the Lord of 
Life. 

We must continue to proclaim that God is 
FOR Life. He created life: physical, eternal, 
and abundant life. So, yes, let’s not just talk 
about physical life. Let’s also promote the 
eternal life that is ours through faith in Christ. 
Jesus Christ suffered and died for each and ev-
ery person so that they could have eternal life. 
His suffering and death brought life. We must 
remember and proclaim that His death on the 
cross was for all people—those who are for life 
and those who are pro-choice. 

Today, many pro-life ministries are in a 
David and Goliath situation. Christ-centered 
ministries like Lutherans For Life with smaller 
budgets are coming up against larger million 
dollar and billion dollar businesses and orga-
nizations that are opposed to pro-life issues. 
Remember the story of David and Goliath. 
David won the battle because the Lord was 
with him. (Please note that I am not promoting 

any physical battles, but rather encouraging your 
spiritual support through prayer and financial 
support to organizations like Lutherans For Life 
and local caring pregnancy centers.)

Why not join with me and others within 
the Body of Christ in praying that God will 
continue to give us courage to proclaim “with 
love and Godly patience” the Word of Life 
to a dying world? “In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:4-5).

I look forward to helping you help 
others, yourself, and LFL! Please 

call (515-441-6571) or e-mail (kmeyer@
lutheransforlife.org) if you would like 
to learn more about any of these giving 
options. Lutherans For Life is a pan-
Lutheran organization and does not 
receive support from any church body. 
Your individual gifts provide for the 
annual and long-term needs of LFL. 

Give online (www.lutheransforlife.org)

Automatic Bank Drafts – Many banks 
offer electronic funds transfer from your 
checking or savings accounts. 

Matching Gifts – Does your employer 
have a matching gift program? Ask them 
to include LFL as a qualified charity! 

Planned Gifts – LFL can provide info 
on trusts, annuities, and other plans. 
Consider including LFL in your will.

Online Shopping Rebate Program – 
Check out iGive.com at the LFL web 
site.

Internet Search Engine Rebate Program 
– Raise money for LFL by searching the 
Internet: www.goodsearch.com.

Tax Free IRA Gift Opportunity – The 
IRA Rollover Law may help you make a 
significant gift to LFL in 2009. See page 
27 for more information.

Spotlight on Lutherans For Life
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Bushek by Mr. & Mrs. Jack C. Bushek; 
Grandchild of Glenn & Dawn Callander; Mary 
Canty by Michael Canty; Arlene Carlson by 
Don DeGeest; Eve Carter by Kathy Wilde; 
Francis Childs by Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 
Armbrecht; Jesus Christ by Myron & Helen 
Patrow; Bill Christerson by Charles & Nancy 
Rees; Glenn Christenson by Larry & Nordis 
Christenson; Larry Christensen by Lynne 
Tipcke; Marjorie Clasen by Brad & Randi 
Vincent; Ruth College by Rev. Zach &Judy 
Eichhorst; Gina Collver by Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
Caspers; Emma and Norual Crew by Jerry 
Crew; John E Cruddas by Steven Cruddas; 
James A. Curlee by Brenda Goffena; Miss 
Joann Cutler by Miss Phyllis Guldseth; Dr. Fred 
Cycholl by Janet Cycholl; Richard Davis by 
Eidith Armbrecht, Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht; W. 
Harley Davis by Lorraine Davis; Carly Deibler 
by Sandra Hauser; Gail Dellermann by Dr. 
Frank Dellermann; Dennis and Billy by Carolyn 
Hase; L.G. Dichard by Rev. Donald & Nancy 
Mann; Roy C. Dochterman by Mrs. Lillian 
Dochterman; Beryl Drake by Margaret 
Heithold; Mike Draper by Steven & Kathryn 
Fosness; Alex Drumheller by Phil & Judy Yagla; 
Len Dryer by Steven & Kathryn Fosness; Carl & 
Mildred Dubke by Darwin & Verna Dubke; 
Ronald Dubois by Caroline Dubois; Norbert 
Durski by Marion Durski; Clare Eastman by 
Roxanne Sander; Emil Eggert by Virginia 
Eggert; Edna Ehrp by Pastor & Mrs. Donald 
Meyer; Doris Sundheim Elliott by The Doris 
Sundheim Elliott Memorial Foundation; Mike 
Eisenbeisz by Mr. & Mrs. D. Boekelhelde; Mr. & 
Mrs. English by Nancy English; Thomas Enters 
by Dave & Dottie Enters; Rev. Toivo Esala by 
Ardis Esala; Robert L. Ellcey by Gloria Ellcey; 
Eloise Esmeier by William R. Esmeier; Norma 
Evans by Paul & Ruth Walther, Elaine & Wayne 
Muksopf; Joel Fedje by Mr. & Mrs. Ross 
Monsebroten; Ed Fisher by Theresa Fisher; 
Rose Fitzsimmons by Dr. & Mrs. James Lamb; 
Geoffery by Steve & Rita Francis; Bill Fischer by 
Linda Taylor; Lorelei Ruth Frank by Thomas & 
Corrine Frank; Kenneth Freiberg by Charles & 
Nancy Rees; Carin Fritche by Sally Beckendorf; 
Pauline Frohwein by Rev. & Mrs. Howard 
Shane, Dennis M. West; Lillian Galler by Karen 
Frohwein; Mr. Leighton Gemar by Kenneth 
and Marianne Peters; Donald Gerke by Frieda 
Gerke; Ida Gerke by Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht, 

Lutherans For Life thanks all those 
who have given 2008 Donations in 
Loving Memory of:

Adeline Aasheim by Kevin & Linda Patch; 
Hugh & Irene Abel by Norma Smith; Rev. Mark 
Abraham by Rev. Ed & Eileen Brandt; Maria 
Abens by Alvena Wasko; Hilbert Augustin by 
Mr. Bernie Dille; Dennis Ahrens by Jim & 
RoxAnne Lamb; All aborted children by Frank 
& Bernice Craft, Lee Soule, Marquis Cummings, 
Barb Moran, Myron & Helen Patrow; Barbara 
Anderson by James & Wanda Wold; Ethel 
Anderson by Inez L. Leppert; Olga Odland 
Anderson by Ardella Schmidt; Glenn and 
Elisabeth Andrews by Rev. & Mrs. Richard 
Rickus; Lena Arends by Alvena Wasko; 
Lorraine Bamesberger by Helena Kleite; 
Elizabeth Banek by David & Nancy 
Bogenhagen; Their babies by Nan Barber; 
Pastor Howard Barth by Mrs. Howard Barth; 
Arnold Bauman by Lorraine Bauman; Donald 
Beile Sr. by Carol Beile; Nellie Benge by Luella 
Weber; Robert Berg by Meredith & Les Berg; 
Victor & Margaret Bjorklund by Robert 
Bjorklund; Connie Blocker by Roger Kaheler; 
Katie Blochberger by Ralph & Ruth Wehmeyer; 
Payton Blomstrom by Steve & Kathryn 
Fosness; Audrey Boehlke by Carrie Boehlke; 
Joann Boettcher by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sennert; 
Keith Bohn by Darlene A. Bohn; Arline 
Bohring by Ethel Peterson; Alice Kulju Bolme 
by Carl and Sybel Johnson; Otto Bowin by Rev.  
& Mrs. Howard Shane; Lois M. Brandt by David 
Brandt; Mavis Brand by Rev. Donald & Nancy 
Mann; Rev. M.H. Brandt by Christopher Brandt; 
Her aborted grandbaby given by Ruth Brauer; 
Randall Brekken by Marci Brekken; Orland 
Brockmann by Allan & Donna Benson; Euline 
Broeckling by Ralph & Ruth Wehmeyer; Wally 
Bronner by Joann Frank; Lisa Ann Bruns by 
Rev. Paul Bruns; Irma Brunz by Mr. & Mrs. Lamb; 
Mrs. Alice Bubliz by Ed & Esther Oehme; Carl 
Buck by Dennis & Elaine West; Martha Buck by 
Marilyn Kosche; Marvin Bullinger by Kevin & 
Linda Patch; Helen Bumgarner by Charles & 
Sherry Bumgarner; Howard E. Bunge by Mrs. 
Helen Bunge; Victor Bunge by Margaret 
Marriott; Dennis Burgess by Carolyn Hase; 
Betty Burmister by Joanie Chapman; Frances 
Burrus by Jane Webster; Patty Campbell by 
Richard & Gretchen Hartwig; Christian Victor 

2008 Memorials



page 30  •  LifeDate  •  Spring 2009  •  www.lutheransforlife.org  •  info@lutheransforlife.org • 888-364-LIFE  888-364-LIFE  •  info@lutheransforlife.org • www.lutheransforlife.org  •  Spring 2009  •  LifeDate  •  page 31

Hunter by Jane Hunter; Connie Huwe by 
Richard & Gayle Boehnke; Edna Iham by Mr. & 
Mrs. Lamb; Carl Irmer by Donald & Norma 
Troester; Anna Mae Ives by Rev. Bruce & Deb 
Lakamp; Beatie Jackson by Mr. & Mrs. Leslie 
Nemeth; Cliff Jacobson by Shirley Jacobson; 
Sylvia Jacobson by Philip & Karna Secker; 
Harold W. Janssen by Steve & Kathryn Fosness; 
Stella Jansen by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; Mr. 
& Mrs. Harold Jensema by Paula Oldenburg; 
Alvern Johnson by Thora Eide; Don Johnson 
by Ron & Carol Jochimsen; Carl & Eula Johnson 
by Marvin & Mary Ott; Paul E. Kaldahl, MD by 
Mrs. Paul Kaldahl; Rev. Keith Kiihne by Don & 
Margaret Heithold; Phyllis Kimmel’s Mother, 
Mary by Rev. & Mrs. Gerhardt Hallman; Vicky 
Kinne by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Trost; Sue Boike-
Knight by Mark & Karen Barbera; Ronald O. 
Koch by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ainsworth; Norma 
Klein by Marvin & Marilyn Barz; Herman & Etta 
Koehler by Marilyn Kindschy; Elaine Koenen 
by Rev. Richard & Gayle Boehnke; Josephine 
Kohls by Our Redeemer Lutheran Church; Rev. 
J.L. Konz by Rev. Thomas Konz; La Verne 
Kopps by Rod & Donna Yarish; Elizabeth 
Krause by Werner Krause; Howard & Elanore 
Krienke by Rev. & Mrs. Krienke; Carol Kuesel by 
Murnice Kuesel; Rev. & Mrs. Elmer Krentz by 
Rev. John & Gloria Schulz; Roxanne Kreyling by 
Jim Kreyling; Cassandra Kuesten by Barbara 
Johnson; Paul Kuhlmann by Bethine Klinker; 
Shaun by Henry Lahr; Marion Lakamp by Rev. 
Bruce & Deborah Lakamp; Kathryn Lakamp by 
Rev. Bruce & Deborah Lakamp; Beatrice Lamb 
by Cynthia Chappa, Lucille Hunzelman, Hugo & 
Muriel Armbrecht, LFL of Iowa, Randy & Karen 
Frohwein, Trisha Adams, John & Helen Maddick, 
Paul & Linda Bartlett, Rev. Bruce & Deborah 
Lakamp, Daryl & Kathryn Moore, Arthur & Ellen 
Riese, Marion Brunz, Joseph & Irene Armbrecht, 
Terry & Connie Davis, Diane Chadwick, Rev. 
Mark & Lynelle Hansen, Gary & Barbara Mrosko, 
Rich & Laura Greiner, Lowell Highby, Kenny & 
Kie Maas, Jerilyn Richard, Rev. Marvin & Joyce 
Flanscha, Rev. Kevin & Maggie Karner, Bonnie 
Karsjen, Rev. Ed & Eileen Brandt, Allan & Donna 
Benson, Joyce Peters, Jon & Alix Jennings, 
Henry & Shirley Scheuermann, LFL of Missouri; 
Rev. & Mrs. Charles A. Gierke, Dennis & Elaine 
West, Rodney & Dawn Rathmann, Gilbert & 
Bonnie Berrey, LFL of Texas, Lincoln Area LFL 
Chapter 184, Mrs. Frieda Gerke, Dale & Deborah 
Sattgast, Warren & Virginia Piotter, Doug & 

Richard Oehlsen; Kenneth Gibbs by Kathy 
Schnakenberg; Audrey Giese by LuAnn Roman; 
Baby Gifford by Mr. & Mrs. John Gifford; Mr. 
Larry GIlge by Kevin & Linda Patch; Julius and 
Martha Gilge by Conrad and Bernice Roder; 
Sally Glade by Wilfred W. Glade; Kathy Godwin 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ronny Powell; Kenneth Grahm 
by Rev. and Mrs. Gerhardt Hallman; Elvira A. 
Griffith by Lois Ruppel; Mildred Gross by Larry 
& Kitty Oetting; Their Parents by Rev. & Mrs. 
David Gruenhagen; Constance Hahn by Mrs. 
Sharon Nomikoudis; Erma Jean Hahs by Murl 
Hahs; Edna Haeder by The Doug & Lynette 
Auch family; Charles Hanke by Glenn & Nancy 
Hoelz, Gary & Michele Fawcett; Elaine Hankins 
by Mitzie Tutiler; Cale Douglass & Cohen 
Kenneth Hansen by Darrel & Jean Anne 
Schmidt; Edwin G. Hanselman by K. Allan & 
Ann Marie Voss; Ida Hansen by Stevie Herndon; 
Virgil Hansen by Mr. & Mrs. Lamb; Dawn 
Hardell by Mrs. Heather Lassetter; Bill & 
Eleanor Harmala by James & Mary Walden; 
Gerry Hartwig by Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht, 
Joe & Irene Armbrecht; Jean & Marian Healy 
by Jane Samuels; Loved ones gone before by 
Phillip & Lorraine Hagedorn; Their children 
and grandchildren by Harris & Clara 
Heinemann; Raymond J. Hein by Suzanne 
Hein; Arnold C. Heldt by Mrs. Arnold C. Heldt; 
Jeff Helgenberger by Gwen Helgenberger; 
Mrs. Elnora Henschen by Don & Dorothy 
Schutte; Stephen Hentz & baby Lauren Hentz 
by Rev. & Mrs. Robert D. Hentz; Roland 
Hermann by Shirley Hermann; Harley Herold 
Jr. by Delores Herold; Paul and Ruby Heth by 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Heth; Malcom Hilldahl by 
Ethelene Marshall; Hattie Himmer by Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Himmer; Bernice Hinkelman by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald C. Hinkelman; Bob & Loretta 
Hintz by Harlan & Betty Busse; Ardath & James 
Hirth by Mr. Richard Hirth; Ralph & Eva 
Hitchcock by Rev. Donald & Vici Poole; Rev. Dr. 
Robert A. Hobus by Rev. Robert & Marjorie 
Gentzke, Mrs. Jodie Wright, Dale & Ruth Hoing; 
Christine Hoch by Suzanne Lillis; Jese David 
Hoeft by Lee & Sharon Hoeft; Leonard 
Hoffman by Mr. & Mrs. Marty Hoffman; Ray 
Hoffman by Lt. Col Leonard Morgan; Norma 
Jean Hohle by Elmer Hohle; Claire Hollerich 
by Jim & RoxAnne Lamb; David Honie by 
Gerald Jungck; Ray Hopper by Patricia 
Erdmann; Olivia Grace Honebrink and Lilia 
Ethlyn Homebrink by Ethlyn Potratz; Michael 
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Frances Mildebrath by Eric Mildebrath; Mr. 
William Miller by Mrs. Loretta Miller; M. Mills 
by Mrs. Leta Davis; Mary M. Mitchell by Mr. & 
Mrs. Ferguson; Ruth Mohr by Harley Mohr; 
William Mons by Larry & Shirley Bayless; Hilda 
Moore by Richard and Gretchen Hartwig, Kate 
Moore; Laura Morgan by Lt. Col. Leonard W. 
Morgan; Mrs. Florence Moyle by Gary Moyle; 
An aborted child never named by Mark 
Mueller; Fred M. Naber by Sandy Langemeier; 
Barbara L. Nelson by Denise Anderson, Our 
Savior Lutheran Church; Ina H. Nelson by Lyle 
Nelson; Herb Neuhaus by Pastor & Mrs. Don 
Meyer; Jerry Newman by Ken Breltlow; Gary 
Nielson by Lowell Highby; Otto and Adelheid 
Noack by Mary Liebscher; Opal Noenning by 
Greg & Becky Brockberg & Family; Paul M. Ochs 
by Doris Ochs; Betty Oehlsen by Richard 
Oehlsen; Les Oerman by Merlin Oerman; 
Dorothy Olinzock by Cheryl Hippole; Lester 
Olson by Edith Armbrecht, Hugo & Muriel 
Armbrecht; ; Duane Olds by Faye Olds; Eli 
Opstvedt by Richard & Gretchen Hartwig; 
Bertha Ost Block by Arland & Eileen Klein; Jim 
Patsche by Steve & Kathryn Fosness; Lloyd 
Pawlitz by Roxanne Sander, Mabel Brining; 
Rick Pedersen by Madeline Pedersen; Mr. 
Norval Penrod by Eldon & Judith Winker; 
William Penn by Janice Penn; Stephano 
Perrotta by Donna Perotta; Bob Peters by 
Steven & Kathryn Fosness; Wilma (Mundfrom) 
Peters by Mrs. Margaret Mundfrom; Their 
Parents by Rev. John & Joanne Petersen; 
Roland & Hilda Pflantz by Warren Pflantz; 
Alden Pflueger by Robert & Carolyn Gillbreath; 
Prudence Pickel by Rick and Jennie Dawson; 
Mr. Howard Pitts by Mrs. Howard Pitts; Lloyd 
Polson by Delores Polson & family; James 
Prange by Beverly Betker; Ruth Precht by Ken 
Precht; Dr. J.A.O. Price by Kenneth & Signe 
Carlson; Ann Pritchard by Kevin & Linda Patch; 
Gertrude Prueter by Lorna Heuser; Ashley 
Rassel by Pastor & Mrs. Don Meyer; Tim 
Rawlings by Rev & Mrs. Kenneth Wieting; 
David Redd by Mr. & Mrs. Merle Martens; Lloyd 
Reiman by Karen Reiman; Alden “Dusty” 
Rhodes by Richard & Wilma Bremer; William E. 
Richter by Elizabeth Richter; Doris Riese by 
Joseph & Irene Armbrecht; Iva Rinden by Linda 
& Kevin Patch; Sharon Rinne by the 
Christensen Family; Lawrence Ring by Rose & 
Bob Wendt; Roberta Ringgenberg by Mr. & 
Mrs. Walter Swanson; Clare Marie Rios by 

Lynette Auch & family, Richard & Gretchen 
Hartwig, Carl & Diane Schroeder, Family & 
Friends; Keren Lange by Gunster, Yoakley & 
Stewart, Geneva Langebartels by Ken & Linda 
Haselhuhn; Moises Langhorst by Mr. & Mrs. 
George Langhorst; Baby Lauren by Erma 
Schmicl; Joyce Laux by James Laux; Mrs. 
Marion Lee by Mrs. Linda Dennison; Edith 
Leikip by Rev. & Mrs. Dennis Sundell; Parents 
of Rev. Marlo & Marlene Lemke by Rev. Marlo 
& Marlene Lemke; Robert Lemmermann by 
Louis & Christine Giza; Donald Lepper by Mrs. 
Rosalie Lepper; Steve Lettow by Jennie & Rick 
Dawson; Mary Ley by Rev. Bruce Ley; Elizabeth 
Faye Licht by Walter & Geraldine Licht; Rev & 
Mrs. Brian Licht; Bernice List by Roxanne 
Sander; John K. Lively by Jim & Katie Lively, 
Corry & Jean Curtis, Elmer & Jane Ann Eggers; 
Phil Lobaugh by Richard & Gretchen Hartwig; 
Paula Lockhart by Kay Oelschlager; Evelyn 
Long by Stephen & Kathy Long; Noah Dominic 
Louis by Clayton & Eileen Hansen; Alura 
Lullman by Pastor Michael & Rhonda Harman; 
Kim Lumsen by Margaret Heithold; Harlan A. 
Maas by Arlene Maas; Howard W. MacDougall 
by Marjorie J. MacDougall, Larry & Debby 
Schultz, Kathleen & Robert McNaughton; ; Lori 
Makela by Matthew Makela; Shirley Marohn 
by Joan & Don DeGeest; Paula Maronde by 
Ron & Lyn Maaske; Robert Martens by Larry, 
Mary & Katie Stein; Dorothy Marquardt by 
Charles & Nancy Rees, Luella Weber; Kenneth 
A. Marquardt by Arlie & Doris Marquardt; 
Wesley Marquardt by Rev. Kevin & Linda Patch; 
Infant Daughter Marquart by Luther 
Marquart; Lawrence Matejka by Paul & L.J. 
Johnson; Carla McLarty’s father by Ardele 
Menken; Herman Mathys by Helen McGee; 
Terry Maynard by Carolyn Olson; Rev. & Mrs. 
Andrew Melendez by Rev. & Mrs. Herman 
Christansen; Members of her church by Elaine 
Thayer; Ranae Bartle Merkel by Inez L. 
Leppert; Mara Metcalf by Mr. Ellsworth Allan 
Wentzlaff; Ardeth Meyer by Dawn Daarud; 
Bradley Meyer by Helen Folkerts; Millie Meyer 
by Pastor & Mrs. Don Meyer; Byron Mewes by 
Bethine Klinker; Paul Allen Meyer by Bill & 
Janet Meyer; Lorena Meyer by Rev. Mike 
Burdick; Millie Meyer by Karen Neuhaus; 
Norman Meyer by Richard and Gayle Boehnke; 
Robert C. Meyer by Marjorie Meyer; Mary Lou 
Mickelson by Rev. Thomas Mickelson; Robert 
Middlemist by Jerry and Billye Roseleip; 
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Strunk by Rev. Gordon Strunk; Mary Swan by 
Elanor Joseph; Mrs. Swaninger by Allan & 
Donna Benson; Wilma Tallerday (Peters) by 
William & Rachel Chesley; Delores Terhardt by 
Rev. & Mrs. Dennis Sundell; Marion Teschler by 
Karen Smith, Byron & Donna Zuehlk; Edwin & 
Vada Thalacker by Frederick & Diane Miesner; 
Edna Thom by Dr. & Mrs. Lamb; Shane Levi 
Thompson by Rose & Bob Wendt; Lambert O. 
Tiemann by Mrs. L.O. Tiemann, Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Rodefeld; Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Torgerson 
by Ruth & Ronald Torgerson; Julius Tritelli by 
Rosalie Tritelli; Robert Underhill by Jane 
Schwalm; Baby Unglaub & Baby Carlson by 
Karen Unglaub; Tim Valentine by Steve and 
Kathryn Fossness; Rosa VanGerpen by Randy & 
Kathryn Ingram; Russell VerHelst by John & 
Deb Haugen ; Hugh Visser by Rev. & Mrs. 
Charles A Gierke; Gerald Visser by Rev. & Mrs. 
Charles A. Gierke; Mr. Werner Wackerman by 
Virginia Wackerman, Rev. & Mrs. Carl E. Zahrte; 
Milt Wabner by Eileen Wabner; Grace Wallace 
by Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lewis; Marie Walch by 
John & Sharon Beldon, Rev. David & Grace Frey; 
Mary Walther by Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht, 
Joe and Irene Armbrecht; Homer Walker by 
Maureen & Reiny Friedrich; Mr. Rex Watkins by 
Rev. William & Elaine Uffenbeck, his family, 
Lorraine Watkins; Everett Watt by Lois Watt; 
Immanuel Weber by The family of Immanuel 
Weber, Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht; Lewis 
Webster by Mrs. Lewis Webster; Joshua 
Wehling by Rev. Gerald & Judith Roggow; Bill 
Wehman by Lois Wehman; Their miscarried 
grandchild by Ken & Molly Wiesen; Janet 
Wengert by Hugo & Murial Armbrecht; Lillian 
Werk by Bill & Freda McQuarrie; David 
Westphal by Wayne & Diane Westphal; Betty 
Wetjen by Rev. Wayne & Nancy Woolery; 
Robert White by Doris White; Norbert Wieting 
by Lillian Wieting, Kenneth & Marianne Peters; 
Helen Wilcox by Joel & Deb Rohne; Rev. Henry 
H. Wilhelms by Ronald Wilhelms; Helen 
Wildung by Margo Wildung; Robert Woehler 
by Eunice Bremer; Dr. George F. Wollenburg 
by Louise Marie Sekora; Berkley Wolf by Merilin 
L. Oerman; Elizabeth C. Wolfram by Jane 
Wolfram; Rev. George Wollenburg by Richard 
& Gayle Boehnke; Marilyn Woodcock by 
Richard Oehlsen; William Wright by Mrs. 
William Wright; Jonathon Laird Yagla by Phil & 
Judy Yagla; Arthur & Dorthea Yankee by Dr. 
Beth Yankee; Rev. & Mrs. R.E. Ylvisaker by Ruth 

Maynard & Peggy Holtorf; Albert & Rose 
Ristow by Donald & Dorothy Schutte; Wilbert 
Robinson by Mrs. Karen Robinson; Steve 
Romsey by Reiny & Maureen Friedrich; Ferne 
Roode by Rev. Eugene & Geraldine Rall; Louise 
Roske by Williard & Holly Wietfeld; Myron 
Rubbert by Robert & Alice Ganskop; Carrie 
Russaw by Doug & Lynette Auch & family; Dick 
Sagehorn by Maynard & Peggy Holtorf; 
Rebecca Sattelmeier by Rev. Glenn & Lorraine 
Sattelmeier; Stan Saunders by Darcy & Mary 
Lou Peterson, Evelyn Saunders; Cyndi Sawyer 
by Doug & Lynette Auch and family; Herbert G. 
Schaefer by Steve & Kathryn Fosness; Rev. 
Armin Schaefer by Mrs. Audrey Schaefer; 
Dorthea Schaeffer by Phyllis Rush; June 
Scheffert by Hugo & Muriel Armbrecht, Charles 
& Nancy Rees; Rev. Dennis Schiefelbein by 
Rev. & Mrs. Herb Schiefelbein; Bob & Kay 
Schimmel by Rev. Mark & Joann Cutler; Nathan 
Schlicker by Rev. Barton & Laura Gray; Edgar 
Schlimpert by Kathy Schnackenberg; Marvin 
Schmeichel by Harlan & Betty Busse; Helmer 
Schmidt by Mrs. Elaine R. West; Norman 
Schmidt by Dora Schmidt; Matthew 
Schmidtke by Rev. Gary & Dorothy Schmidtke; 
Corey Schnabel by Doug & Lynette Auch & 
family; Robyn Lynn Schnaidt by Eileen 
Schnaidt; Martin Schneider by Sharon Peters; 
Elaine Schumann by Mary Loomans; Chuck 
Schwartz by Ed & Esther Oehme; Frank 
Schwartz by Marie Schwartz; Frances Schuett 
by Larry & Janet Noah; James R. Schultz by 
Allan & Donna Benson; Rev. & Mrs. Claire 
Schulz by Rev. John & Gloria Schulz; Herbert & 
Agnes Schulz by Kevin Stresman; Fred 
Schwanebeck by Mrs. Marion Goetzinger; 
Michael Scott by Sharon Jackson; Charles 
Schrader by Paul & Ruth Walther, Dr. & Mrs. 
Darwin Schrader; Andy Schroeder by Ernest & 
Betty Schroeder; Ken Semmler by Mr. Bernie 
Dille; Rev. & Mrs. E.J. Sedory by Daniel Sedory; 
Otto and Marguerite Senn by Rev. Arthur & 
Olga Senn; Karen Shager by Nancy Meixner; 
Timothy Andrew Shanks by William & Terry 
Brown; Michael Sirek by James & Julia 
Henning; Rev. Henry E. Simon by Ron & Carol 
Jochimsen; Rose Letz Simmons by Mr. & Mrs. 
Lamb; Rylan Slate by Michael & Susan Benton; 
Ralph & Cora Smith by Norma Smith; Rev. 
Walter W. Snyder by Marguerite Krenning; 
Clara Stahl by Ronald & Carole Winter; Bertha 
(peg) Strang by Bruce & Deb Lakamp; Fred 
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Harvey Wilkening; Brendan Dahlberg by Joan 
Dahlberg; Brian Dethlefsen by Ron & Jeanie 
Dethlefsen; James & Carol Dietrich’s 50th wed-
ding anniversary by Deb Bluemer; Jean Ann 
Donthit by Mr. & Mrs. Paul Renken; Johnathan 
& Christine Drieling & their new son Liam by 
Ruth Proft Dannehl; Robin & Laura Dufel by 
Irene Dufel; In honor of Jani by Emilia Eiras; 
Elkhorn Logan Valley LFL by William & Susan 
Cohee; Marv & Verdone Erdmans 50th wed-
ding anniversary by Marvin & Marilyn Barz; 
Fairmont Caring Pregnancy Center by Dr. 
Neil & Alice Nickerson; Their children, grand-
children and great grandchildren by Mr. & 
Mrs. Robert Findlay; Their new grand baby by 
Jeffrey & Sheila Fischer; Lydia Ford by Marilyn 
Dahl; Ordination of Rev. Shawn Found by Rev. 
Philip & Char Found; Henry & Clara Frahm by 
Norbert & Marion Durski; Pastor David Frey by 
his Family; Dr. Jean Garton by Verna Linder, Ed-
win A. Trapp Jr, Phyllis Wallace; Mary Gautchier 
by Peter Gautchier; Rev & Mrs. Louis Going 
by Mr. & Mrs. James Going; John & Johnette 
Grefe’s 50th wedding anniversary by Fred & 
Betty Ehrman; Paul & Joan Grotelueschen by 
Lt. Col. & Mrs. Paul Grotelueschen; Rev. & Mrs. 
G.F. Hallman by Ellen Ferguson; Jack & Diane 
Hammell by Anne Armour; Bob & RuthAnn 
Hearleys 50th wedding anniversary by Steve 
& Coleen Menden; Stephen Hentz by Rev. 
Bob & Marion Hentz; Pastor William Hessler 
by Donald & Judy Christiansen; The birth of a 
healthy granddaughter by Barbara Hilleman; 
Jerry Hitzemann by Sandy Cuculich; The gift 
of their sons by Dean & Deanna Hobelmann; 
Kristin Kirschernmann by Mr. & Mrs. Kend-
rick Kirschernmann; Herb & Jeanie Kluck by 
Armand & Karen Haak; Nine Grandchildren by 
Rev. Bruce & Deborah Lakamp; John by Harris 
& Clara Heinemann; Walter Haase by James 
Haase; Pearl Hannebaum by George & Barbara 
Zeiss; Mr. & Mrs. Hazen Harry by Ms. Diane 
Faust; Jack & Katie Hedlund by Dr. & Mrs. 
Patrick Hedlund; Marilyn Henneman by Mr. & 
Mrs. David P. Henneman; Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hess 
by Roger & Ann Finta; Their parents by Ron 
& Jan Heth; Two children and three grand-
children by Mrs. Ellen Hetz; Pastors & Staff 
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church by Lorraine 
Everett; David, Amanda & Baylynn Hunt by 
Elanor Schwalm; Martin & Regina Jacobs by 
Rev. Arthur & Angeline Weidner; Jesus Christ 
by Olive Mascha, Rev. C.F. Knappenberger, Rev. 

& Ronald Torgerson; Ingrid Youngdale by Rev. 
Lauren Youngdale; Russel G. Zehetner by 
Steven E. Eberhardt, Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. 
Schmidt, Mrs. Dorothy Wagner, Ken & Janis 
Schmolz, Paul Michel, Jim & Mary Jane Perkins, 
Charles Tatge, Paul & Penny Schrader; Edward 
F. Zimmerman by Mrs. Ruth E. Zimmerman; 
Mrs. Laura Zieman by Roger & Carolyn Kahler; 
Edna Zuehlk by Byron & Donna Zuehlk.

Lutherans For Life thanks all those 
who have given 2008 Donations in 
Honor of:

Paul Andahl by Ms. Elanor Phelan; Her son by 
Christine Anderson; Harvy & Sue Anderson by 
Matthew Anderson; Pastor & Barb Angland 
by Raymond & Lorma Zinnel; Andy & Donna 
Armbrecht’s birthdays by Edith Armbrecht; 
Edith Armbrecht by David & Ruth Olson; Mark 
Armbrecht’s birthday by Edith Armbrecht; Ted 
& Deanna Armbrecht’s birthdays by Edith 
Armbrecht; Annalee Aufderheide by Fred & 
Mary Aufderheide; First birthday of Jacob 
Preston Aufderheide by Fred H. Aufder-
heide; Babies who have been saved by Lydia 
Kercher; Five adopted grandchildren and two 
adopted sons by Marilyn Bader; Mr. & Mrs. 
Paul Badenhop by Mr. Wayne & Barbara Baden-
hop; His mother by Constance Barton; Marvin 
& Marilyn Barz’ 55th wedding anniversary 
by Mr. & Mrs. Barz; 63 years of life by Shirley 
Bayless; Her Daughters by Ann Beckwith; Ten 
Grandchildren by Carol Beile; Leonore Bilski 
by Ingrid Claussner; Pastor & Audrey Black by 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marshall; Otto & Olga Boe-
hme by Darlene Gutermuth; Francis Bowman 
by Pauline Bowman; Pastor Albert Boysen for 
50 years of service in the ministry by Mr. & 
Mrs. Pete Wasmund; Nancy & Bill Brokaw Jr. 
by Jerita Brokaw; 50th wedding anniversary of 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Bruns by Joann Frank; Lance, 
Leslie, Leah by Linda Burkle; Their parents 
by Allen & Elanor Burns; William & Carolyn 
Burns by Suanne Taylor; Ken & Caren by Ralph 
& Carol Chamberlain; Their four grandchil-
dren by Ed & Judy Carlson; Brenda F. Davis by 
Laura Davis; Rhonda & Tim Davis’ birthdays 
by Edith Armbrecht; Abigail Grace by Kevin & 
Michelle Church; Matt’s 17th birthday by Glenn 
& Dorothy Clayton; Her oldest daughter by 
Virginia Cronenberger; Rev. Perry Culver by 
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John Einem; Pastor Scott & Denise Johnson 
by Joe R. & Sandra Herman; Mr. & Mrs. Norbert 
J. Kellner by Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Kellner; Edna 
Kloeber by Robert & Jean Amundson; Herb & 
Jeanie Kluck by Karen Haak; The 40th wedding 
anniversary of Edwin & Susan Knoll by Kath-
ryn Conzelmann; Judy Krohn by Elmer & Mary 
Reiner; The birth of Ava Krutsinger by Jennie 
& Rick Dawson; Rev. & Mrs. Peter Kunowski by 
Don & Carol Jungmeyer; Her second adopted 
grandchild by Judy Lane; Bruce Lakamp’s 
40 years in the ministry by Rev. & Mrs. Bruce 
Lakamp; Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lindroos 50th 
anniversary by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wendorf; 
Luke’s 12th birthday by Mark & Dawn Mroczen-
ski; Lutherans For Life by Rev. & Mrs. Rudolph 
David; Nicholas Kent Long by Donald & Sylvia 
Kuester; David, Amber & Bethany Maddick 
by Rev. Mike & Melanie Maddick; John & Helen 
Maddick’s 50th anniversary by St. John Ladies 
Aid, Marvin & Joyce Flanscha; Rev. Raymond 
& Arlene Malotky by Thomas & Roxanne 
Martensen; Baptism of Katelyn Mangold by 
LaVonne Olmsted; Their parents by Pastor 
& Mrs. Don Meyer; Christian & Sammy by 
Heather Melcher; Tricia & Nathan Michalk by 
Mr. Milton & Eudoris Weiser; Harold & Marie 
Mohme’s 50th anniversary by bill & Sharon 
Lichtenberg; Harold & Marie Mohme’s 50th 
anniversary by Patricia Sue Trampe; Rodney 
& Marilyn Meyer for their 50th anniversary; 
Gary & Barbara Mrosko by Robert & Amy 
Mrosko; The birth of Brylee Belle Nance by 
Dennis & Sheryl Schulze; Noah by Leroy & Nata-
lie Mellendorf; Mia Elizabeth Nichols by Robin 
Groner; Joe, Susan, Aaron, Katherine & Doro-
thy by Arlene Norris; Her two great grandchil-
dren by Gerda Odinga; Dave & Ruth Olson’s 
birthdays by Edith Armbrecht; Their grand-
children by Roger & Barb Olund; Marriage of 
Pastor Charles & Nancy Orlander by Ms. Mary 
Krallmann; Fred & Judith Otten by Rebecca 
Otten; Judith Otten’s birthday by Eric & Kim 
Otten, Rebecca Otten; Nicole Aufderheide 
Owens by Fred H. Aufderheide; Trig Palin by 
Orville & Anna Nieman; Pip & Ruby Pence 
by Richard & Jeanne Strubbe; Cindy Perkins 
by Cassandra Makela; His family by Donald 
Powers; Gordon Peterson by Janet Erickson; 
Lorraine Quarnstrom by Denise Konen; Their 
7 Grandchildren by Mr. & Mrs. August Riccono; 
Gifts of our Lord for renewed health by John 
& Judy Rodden; Marvin & Patty Rodemeyer by 

Michele Pickel; Jeff Rosacker by Pastor Michael 
& Rhonda Harman; Ruth Roschke by Allan & 
Donna Benson; Kathleen & Virgil Rosin’s 55th 
wedding anniversary; Rylee & Ryan by Lowell 
& Connie Rutz; Marie Schad by Mr. & Mrs. Chris 
Haldiman; Tony Schmitz by Margaret Schmitz; 
Rachel Scott by Ann Scott; Jeanelle Sidwell 
by Joseph & Irene Armbrecht; Olive Siegert’s 
third birthday by Dr. Ron & Linda Highland; 
Todd & Melanie South by Rhonda Gordon; 
Harvey & Carol Spomer’s 50th anniversary 
by Edith Armbrecht; Bud & Doris Stark’s 50th 
anniversary by Verda & Tony Barnes; St. John’s 
E. Moline Office staff by Rev. Kent & Judi 
Umbarger; Their sons Camryn, Gavin, Tan-
ner, Makenna & Skylar by Kevin & Jill Strahm; 
Rev. Peter Strals by Vernon & Rachel Carlow; 
Camille Strawbridge by Robert Hartwell; Their 
children and grandchildren by Rev. & Mrs. 
Sundell; Ruth Weiss’ 90th Birthday by Mrs. Leila 
Smith; Mark & Kristine Stolzenburg by Jane D. 
Stolzenburg; Wilma Stowell by Connie Boyd; 
Troy Thompson for his adult confirmation by 
The Wendorfs; Gilbert Wischnack by James & 
Sally Beckendorf; David & Edna Walker’s mar-
riage by Rev. & Mrs. Finke; Their 50th anniver-
sary by Donald R. & Eileen L. Zirzow.

To all those who have supported 
Lutherans For Life with your prayers 
and gifts, “We give thanks to God 
always for all of you, constantly 
mentioning you in our prayers, 
remembering before our God and 
Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our  Lord Jesus Christ” 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3.

2008 Honorariums
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Life Thoughts in the Church Year
Life Thoughts in the Church Year are 
designed to help pastors and congregations see 
the church year through the lens of the sanctity 
of human life. Life Thoughts are based on the 
appointed readings from Lutheran Service Book 
(using the English Standard Version).

April 5 – Sunday of the Passion
In the midst of the darkness and forsakenness 
of that Friday we now call Good, we see 
God “hiding” in it all, demonstrating His 
love in a way we cannot comprehend but 
only apprehend by faith. The passion of 
Christ assures us that God 
works in our darkness 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  Hi s 
love, bringing good, 
and promising never to 
forsake.

A p r i l  1 2  –  T h e 
Resurrection of our 
Lord
“Who will roll away the 
stone …? (Mark 16:3b) 
Where do we turn to 
“roll away” the struggles 
of dying and death? The 
risen Christ! We live in 
His victory! We trust that 
He gives purpose to our 
living and certain hope in 
our dying.

April 19 – The Second 
Sunday of Easter
When difficult circumstances cause us to 
doubt God’s love, we remember His words 
to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29b). 
The assurance of the resurrected Jesus present 
and at work in our lives comes from trust in 
promises not circumstantial evidence.

April 26 – The Third Sunday of Easter
The apostles “disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling” (Luke 24:41). It was the ultimate, 

“It’s too good to be true”! But it was true, and 
it remains true! It is also too good to keep to 
ourselves for fear of offense. Jesus compels us 
to proclaim “repentance”—calling people to 
contrition and change, and “forgiveness of 
sins”—the cleansing power of the Gospel. 

May 3 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Death these days disguises itself in sheep’s 
clothing. Abortion and assisted suicide 
present themselves as easy solutions to life’s 
problems. But this “wolf ” of death cannot 
prevail against the Good Shepherd of Life! 

The Good Shepherd laid 
down His life for the 
sheep and raised it up 
again. He now leads us 
in this victory and will 
never forsake His own 
(John 10:15-18).

May 10 – The Fifth 
Sunday of Easter
Perhaps you will speak 
of a mother’s love on 
thi s  Mothers’  Day. 
Some mothers, however, 
crushed by the sin of 
a past abortion feel 
loveless and unlovable. 
They need to hear about 
God’s love applied to 
them and to their sin. 
1 John 4:10 provides a 

wonderful opportunity to do so. “In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation of 
our sin.” 

May 17 – The Sixth Sunday of Easter
What good news! This sometimes overwhelming 
world has been overcome! “This is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith” (1 
John 5:4b). Faith enables obedience to God’s 
commandments rather than what seems 
right to the world. Faith enables us to love 
unconditionally rather than the conditional 
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Life Thoughts in the Church Year
love offered by the world (5:1-2).

May 24 – The Seventh Sunday of Easter
The Apostles were “not of the world” (John 
17:14), neither are we. Jesus does not promise 
to take us out of the world but to protect 
us in the world (17:15). Indeed, like the 
Apostles, He sends us into the world (17:18). 
Engaging the world with His Word of truth 
is not optional!

May 31 – Day of Pentecost
The dry, scattered, and breathless bones of 
Ezekiel’s vision present a picture of absolute 
hopelessness (Ezekiel 37:1-3). The sin of 
abortion can bring such hopelessness. The 
promise of God’s breath and life to such as 
these, however, presents a picture of absolute 
hope (37:4-14). The Spirit of the living Christ 
engenders life and hope for all. 

June 7 – The Holy Trinity
God the Father sent His Son because He loves 
life. God the Son paid the price necessary to 
redeem life. God the Holy Spirit calls people 
to faith, gives them new life now and eternally 
(John 3:1-17). The Holy Trinity is For Life!

June 14 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
The Holy Spirit guarantees us a “heavenly 

dwelling” because what is mortal will be 
“swallowed up by life” (2 Corinthians 5:1-5).
This gives us “good courage” (5:6) as we face 
life’s difficulties and walk by faith (5:7). It does 
not, however, give us pretext to escape life’s 
difficulties by trying to reach our heavenly 
dwelling ahead of schedule!  

June 21 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Fathers struggling to be fathers and fathers not 
wanting to be fathers yet may cry out, “Wake 
up God! I have a problem here!” The disciples 
saw a sleeping Jesus, not the presence of God 
Almighty (Mark 4:35-41). Trusting the power 
of Jesus when we see Him working in our lives 
is easy. But it’s trusting in a “sleeping” Jesus 
that keeps us from fear-driven solutions to 
our problems.

June 28 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
In the midst of Jeremiah’s Lamentations 
over the faithlessness of God’s people, we 
hear this uplifting message of hope based 
on the faithfulness of God (3:22-33). God’s 
faithfulness sustains us. God’s faithfulness frees 
us to be faithful and live faithfully.

Life News  bul let in  inserts help keep your congregation informed on life issues 
every month! To subscribe call 888-364-LIFE. $5.00 per 100 copies/per month.

monthly bulletin inserts
ife News 

Also check out  
Life Quotes at

www.lutheransforlife.org
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Powerful Lessons and 
Great Opportunities

by Diane E. Schroeder

Many people look to pro-life politicians 
and government as a solution to the abortion 
holocaust in our country. To be sure, there 
have been some success stories: For example,  
the Hyde Amendment (barring the use of 
federal funds to pay for abortions), parental 
notification laws, and waiting periods. 

The truth is, however, that after over 36 
years of trying to stop abortion through the 
legal system, we are no closer to overturning 
Roe v. Wade than in 1973. Laws often reflect 
the beliefs of the 
people and the sad 
reality is that most 
people in our coun-
try understand that 
abortion is killing; 
they don’t like it, 
but believe abor-
tion is a bad, but 
needed, choice for 
women.  

What are we to 
do? Give up? 

Never! 
The stakes are too high. Lives hang in the 

balance! 
Abortion must be fought one heart, one 

mind, and one life at a time. This is what 
Christians have always done! In the Greco-
Roman world, unwanted children were left 
outside the city walls and abandoned to the 
elements and wild animals. Christians re-
sponded by bringing these children into the 
city and welcoming them as part of the Chris-
tian community. Christians have responded to 
the needs of pregnant women by establishing 
special homes and adoption agencies. 

LFLers must continue doing what we’ve 
always done.

Diane E. Schroeder, National Lutherans For Life President

Teach: 
So much work needs to be done within 

our churches—starting in the pulpit—to let 
our women and men know that abortion is 
sin and, like all sin, a great evil to be avoided 
at all costs. We need to teach the preciousness 
of God’s gift of life—that abortion is not the 
solution to an unplanned pregnancy. Luther-
ans For Life has many resources available. Get 
a Life Resource Catalog. Implement Renewal 
For Life in your congregation. Buy Teaching 
For Life for your school.

Educate: 
Our society needs to understand the hor-

rific affect abortion has had on our society. 
The cost of “freedom of choice” both col-

lectively and indi-
vidually has been 
enormous. Peo-
ple need to hear 
the stories filled 
with guilt and 
despair from the 
women and men 
who bought the 
lie that abortion 
would solve their 
problems. (One 
source is www.

silentnomoreawareness.org.) I believe that 
when abortion is finally seen as detrimental 
to women, our society will begin to look 
for other acceptable solutions to unplanned 
pregnancies. 

Show Compassion: 
We must have compassion both for the 

woman in an unplanned pregnancy and 
those who have made an abortion decision, 
particularly within the Church. When we 
love unconditionally we reflect God’s love 
for us. Lutherans For Life’s compassionate 
post-abortion ministry, Word of Hope (see 
page 39), can help you. When working with 
these issues, it is so important to make your 
congregation safe and welcoming.
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Our Mission . . . To witness to the sanctity of human 
life, through education, based on the Word of God. 
LFL has 12 state federations, 148 local chapters, 
and 191 Life Ministry Coordinators in the United 
States.

Our Vision . . . To be a powerful, biblical, pro-life 
voice and resource to Lutherans and, through them, 
transform society.

Our Philosophy . . . Lutherans For Life believes that 
the Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak 
and act on behalf of those who are vulnerable and 
defenseless. The crisis of our times is the repudiation 
of biblical truth manifested in the wanton destruction 
of innocent human life through legalized abortion-on-
demand and the growing threat to the lives of others 
through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. 
Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give 
witness, from a biblical perspective, to the Church 
and society on these and other related issues such as 
chastity, post-abortion healing, and family living.

National LFL Board of Directors
Diane E. Schroeder, President – Lombard, Illinois
Rodney Rathmann, Vice-President – Eureka, 

Missouri
Stacey Harding, Secretary – Chaska, Minnesota
Richard A. Greiner, Treasurer – Dansville, Michigan
Rev. Everette E. Greene – Cincinnati, Ohio
Diane Chadwick, State Representative, Neosho, 

Wisconsin
Connie Davis, State Representative – Macomb, 

Michigan
John Eidsmoe – Pikes Road, Alabama
Jean Amundson, State Representative – Cleburne, 

Texas
Dr. Samuel Murray – Saugus, California
Eric Otten – Fort Worth, Texas
Beth Schaible – Fargo, North Dakota

LFL Council of State Federation Presidents
Allan Benson, (Northern) Illinois – Rockford
Jeanne Strubbe, (Central and Southern) Illinois – 

Chapin
Clarence Zimmer, Indiana – Cambridge City
Mary Zimmermann, Iowa – Wellsburg
Jeanne Mackay, Kansas – Lenexa
Connie Davis, Michigan – Macomb
Diane Albers, Missouri – St. Louis
Rev. Terry Forke, Montana – Billings
Elaine Schardt, Nebraska – Carleton
Jolene Richardson, North Dakota – Fargo
Lynette Auch, South Dakota – Lesterville
Jean Amundson, Texas – Cleburne  
Diane Chadwick, Wisconsin – Neosho

Diane E. Schroeder, National Lutherans For Life President

A Word of Hope 

can help.

888-217-8679

www.word-of-hope.org 

Confidential

Caring

Hurting from Abortion?

Offer Support: 
Find out the location of your local preg-

nancy resource center. Get your church 
involved in supporting them. Ask what you 
can do to help. If you don’t know where 
your centers are check out www.care-net.org 
for a complete listing of centers around the 
country. If nothing is available, talk to your 
pastor about starting an outreach in your 
community.

I believe God has placed a great opportunity 
before us. The recent election taught us a very 
powerful lesson. We cannot rely on worldly 
institutions to fight our battles for us. 
Christians have been called to be hope and 
light to a fallen generation; so let’s speak God’s 
truth in love and care for the most vulnerable 
in our churches and society. May God bless 
your efforts to really make a difference in our 
world! 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance 
of you … because of your partnership in 
the gospel … And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ …  
[I]t is my prayer that your love may abound 
more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what 
is excellent, and so be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God” 
(Philippians 1: 3-6; 9-10).
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