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Speaking Up For Life

Arizona, Alabama, and Kansas have
handed losses recently to the nation’s largest
abortion provider—Planned Parenthood.
According to Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF): In Arizona, a federal court turned
down Planned Parenthood’s request to place a
hold on the state’s law that requires abortioninducing drugs to be dispensed according to
Federal Food and Drug Administration rules.
In Alabama, a federal judge denied Planned
Parenthood’s request to rule immediately in
its favor in a legal challenge to the state’s
law requiring abortionists to have admitting
privileges at local hospitals. Instead, the
judge ordered the case to trial. If allowed to
go into effect, three of the state’s five abortion
centers will close because they use traveling
abortionists. In Kansas, a federal appeals
court ruled that the state does not have to
continue funding two abortion facilities since
a state law says public health departments
and hospitals have priority for such funding.

“So, how do we as a church reclaim holding
out for marriage? … We pray. We repent.
We spend lots of time in God’s Word. We
receive the Sacrament regularly. We talk
about it. We talk about it with our kids when
they’re young. We don’t fall prey to the
‘Well, they’re going to have sex anyway, so
I may at least tell them how to be protected.’
No. We tell our young women about their
worth and their value. We tell our young
men what it means to be a man. We lift
up the values of waiting. And we wait
with them.” Adriane Dorr, editor of “The
Lutheran Witness”

(Alliance Defending Freedom, 3/31/14; CLR Life News
4/14/14)
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“John 14:18-19 says, ‘I will not leave you
as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little
while and the world will see me no more,
but you will see me. Because I live, you
also will live.’ Isn’t that but a promise and
encouragement from God to those of us who
give of our time to help these needy ones?
With the help of our families—and our
church families—God is telling us to share
of our time with those who are desperate and
alone.” Rick Fey, foster and adoptive dad
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Since 1973 over 56,662,169
abortions in the United States

ith” is good, as in Moses’ words to Joshua, “Be strong and courageous. Do not
fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you”
(Deuteronomy 31:6; emphasis added). But couple with with before, make God the antecedent, and you have a divine, prepositional combination bound to give courage as in, “It is
the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake
you” (31:8; emphasis added).
“With” is good and the preposition with which we most identify. We say frequently,
“The Lord be with you.” What strength and courage it gave Joshua to know that the Lord
God Almighty walked with him as he entered the promise land to face enemies in fortified
cities. What strength and courage for us to know that the same almighty God walks with us
as we face the “enemies” in our lives.
“With” is good, but with “before” it’s even better! God gave Joshua strength and courage
by promising to go before him. God would face the enemy before Joshua did. Rahab’s words
testify to God’s “before” work. “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that
the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away
before you” (Joshua 2:9).
“With” is good, but with “before” it’s even better. Facing surgery? The Lord goes before
you. Wondering about those tests? The Lord goes before you. Unplanned pregnancy? The
Lord goes before you. Tough decisions about grandpa’s treatment? The Lord goes before
you. Of course, we do not have a Rahab to assure us it’s true. So how do we know? It sure
doesn’t seem like it sometimes.
“With” is good, but knowing that the Lord went before us is our assurance of strength
and courage. God faced our true enemies before we did. He sent Jesus to go before us
and face Satan and sin and death. Now, in the name of Jesus, these “melt away”—Satan
defeated, sin forgiven, death swallowed up in victory! Unlike Joshua who moved forward
assured that victory would be won, we move forward with strength and courage assured
that victory has been won.
“With” is good, but with “before” it’s even better! This is especially encouraging for
sometimes weary, life-affirming Christians. The battle seems so long fought and the enemy
so entrenched. Logic, reason, and science have been abandoned for talking points, political
correctness, and myths. In many churches the Truth of God has been abandoned or viewed
as relative or changed to suit and salve the hearer. So let me say it again:
“With” is good, but with “before” it is even better! Be strong and courageous, the Lord
is with you. Be strong and courageous, the Lord went before you before you were you. Be
strong and courageous, the Lord goes before you every day. His For Life work through
you becomes clearer every day. Hearts and minds are changed. Our life-affirming younger
generation inspires us all. More pastors connect the Gospel to the life issues. More educators teach our children to value every life. We have the most powerful and positive For Life
message in the universe and nothing can stand against it! Be strong and courageous!
Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb is the executive director of Lutherans For Life.
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