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Life News
Lutherans For Life – Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life

Speaking Up For Life
“It has always been evident to us, 
scientifically, morally, and logically, that 
life begins at conception. For the last word 
on the matter, we consult our Creator’s 
guidebook. The Psalmist wrote, ‘For You 
formed my inward parts; you wove me in my 
mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13 NASB®). 
He then noted, ‘Your eyes have seen my 
unformed substance; and in Your book were 
written all the days that were ordained for 
me, when as yet there was not one of them’ 
(Psalm 139:16 NASB®).” Patriot Post
“It therefore becomes our indispensable 
Duty, not only to acknowledge, in general 
with the rest of Mankind, our dependence 
on the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, but 
as a People peculiarly favored, to testify our 
Gratitude to the Author of all our Mercies, 
in the most solemn and public manner.” 
Former New Hampshire Governor, and 
first president of the New Hampshire Bible 
Society, John Langdon

www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes

Life Newsbytes
40 Days for Life Update (10/17/14): We’ve 
seen 104 abortion workers have a change of 
heart and resign during 40 Days for Life 
campaigns … and most of them do so in the 
last half of the campaign. They may brush 
off or even mock the peaceful vigil outside 
their workplace at first, but over time they 
begin to turn their attention to the work 
going on inside their building. God uses 
your peaceful presence to save lives … and 
touch the hearts of those who work in the 
abortion industry. If you have considered 
going out to pray but haven’t done so, there 
is still time … and that time can have a huge 
impact on abortion in your community! 
God answers prayers! (40daysforlife.com) 
(LifeNews.com, 10/17/14)

Planned Parenthood, the nation’s biggest 
abortion business, celebrated its 98th 
birthday on October 16. The abortion 
giant has done over 6.6 million abortions 
since Roe v. Wade, more than any other 
abortion company. In a terrible irony, 
Planned Parenthood tweeted out a picture of 
baby carriages to celebrate its anniversary. 
From its annual report: Abortions accounted 
for 93.8 percent of Planned Parenthood’s 
pregnancy services. Prenatal care services 
dropped 32 percent in one year, and 52 
percent since 2009. Adoption referrals 
are also down 4.5 percent in one year. For 
every adoption referral, Planned Parenthood 
performed 149 abortions. (LifeNews.com, 10/16/14)
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Hurting from abortion?
A Word of Hope can help. 

888-217-8679 • www.word-of-hope.org

On Marriage by James M. Kushiner
Mr. Kushiner, executive director of The Fellowship of St. James (publisher of “Touchstone” 
magazine), wrote the following in response to a submission of a pro-gay marriage article. 
Used by permission.

Your very long essay would not fit in Touchstone, even severely shortened. For one 
thing, it seems premised on not defining marriage as the one-flesh union referenced 

in Genesis, affirmed by Jesus, and referenced again by St. Paul. In What Is Marriage? 
Robert George et al clearly articulate the biological, human, and social aspects of marriage, 
a procreational reality with existential substance. Other types of commitments, as 
“exclusive” as they may be, do not constitute in any meaningful sense the one-flesh union 
that is marriage in Holy Scripture.

Marriage, and other things, like friendship, have a definite shape, definite components. 
You cannot be my friend if you steal my money. Take the game of baseball. You can play 
many variations on baseball (shorthanded, pitcher’s hands out, right field foul). But you 
must at least have two pieces of equipment for baseball: (1) a bat and (2) a baseball. Two 
people throwing baseballs back and forth to each other are “playing catch”—they are not 
playing baseball! God’s will for the male-female marital union was explicitly revealed in 
Genesis and affirmed by Jesus. There may be other ‘couplings,’ but they are not and cannot 
ever be marriage, which is the committed, lifelong, one-flesh union of the two sexes, male 
and female.

There is no future in gay marriage, nor in any sexually permissive culture—not for 
very long, despite new drugs and technologies. Christians are called to sexual purity. It’s 
there in Genesis, right on through to Revelation (see 22:11,15). Fortunately, God is able to 
forgive and heal us of our failings when we repent. He is merciful and gracious. No need 
for despair, but always hope in the Lord! 

Also see “Marriage – A Statement by Lutherans For Life” at www.
lutheransforlife.org/article/marriage-a-statement-by-lutherans-for-life.
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