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“We must be diligent and unceasing in 
prayer for our land—for the church, people, 
governments, and culture—to repent, 
seek God’s forgiveness, turn from wicked 
ways, and prosper by hearing the saving 
message of the Gospel which leads to life 
everlasting.” Lynette Auch, president of 
Lutherans For Life 
“What do we share with the infertile couple 
desperately desiring a child? They are 
created, redeemed, and called, and they can 
trust in the ways and will of their God.” 
Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb, former executive 
director of Lutherans For Life 
“God’s love edifies. It gives life. And you, 
my friend, are in the people business. 
You’ve been placed on this earth to share 
what people need most: enduring, true, life-
edifying, divine love. You have been freed 
from a task-driven, striving-for-self-worth 
existence. God has called you His own. He 
has declared you precious in His sight and 
proven it by giving up His Only Son so you 
could be His own. Now you represent Him 
here on earth. You give what He has given 
you.” Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, speaker on 
The Lutheran Hour

10 Reasons Embryo-Destroying Research Is Unnecessary
by Rev. Michael W. Salemink

Forty years ago, the first child conceived via in vitro fertilization (IVF) was born. Twenty 
years have passed since scientists isolated embryonic stem cells (ESCs). Technicians 

value ESCs because they can engineer them into any type of cell or tissue. Financial concerns 
have led IVF clients and clinicians to create more embryos than they transfer to wombs. 
These “extra” embryos have served as the main source for ESCs. Harvesting ESCs destroys 
embryos and puts to death God’s precious human creatures, depriving us every time of the 
blessing of another neighbor. Happily, embryo-destroying research is unnecessary. Here 
are ten reasons why:

●● Other sources. Researchers have obtained ESCs from placental tissue, umbilical 
cord blood, and amniotic fluid. These means don’t injure the little ones.

●● Adult stem cells. Grown-up bodies also make stem cells. Although they don’t pos-
sess all the potential of ESCs, they still offer many possibilities and applications.

●● Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs). In 2006 a team of experts converted (adult) 
skin samples into cells functionally equivalent to ESCs. Lower costs and greater ac-
cessibility have made this the preferred process for stem cell experiments.

●● iPSC advancements. Several treatments utilizing iPSCs have met with promising 
successes, including trials for stroke, heart damage, spinal cord injury, diabetes, 
Parkinson’s disease, and cancers. ESCs have encountered some problems which 
are almost exclusively connected to the use of ESCs, such as tumor formation and 
immune rejection.  .

●● Organs-on-a-chip (OOCs). Laboratories have developed circuit boards that have 
tiny fluid channels. Tissues can grow on these devices, which then substitute for and 
simulate the activities and mechanics of entire organs. They make possible more 
precise interactions and observations than ever before.

●● Natural Procreative Technology (NaProTech). This approach diagnoses and treats 
the underlying causes of an individual’s infertility. It serves fertility care rather than 
fertility control, focusing on medical priorities rather than technological ones. IVF 
often entirely overlooks these possibilities.

●● Embryo adoption. Couples have begun adopting and gestating IVF’s “surplus” 
embryos. Rather than leaving them in liquid limbo, discarding them altogether, or 
destroying them for study, this receives these children as the special treasures God 
has declared them to be.

●● We’re better than that. We don’t need to sacrifice children for progress. Our belief 
in human life’s significance is what drives our need for medical research in the first 
place. Martyring embryos only undermines that basic belief.

●● Better two heads than one. The fewer embryos we slay, the more will survive to 
apply their minds to scientific investigation and solving illnesses.

●● Jesus is real treatment. Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection are the answer to 
disease and death. Forgiveness and everlasting life are already at work curing the 
sin that causes it all. God’s grace enables us to carry each other’s crosses until the 
healing is completed.

With the recent deaths of two American 
celebrities by suicide, a new report from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) underscores the dire 
problem. Suicide rates increased by 25% 
across the United States over nearly two 
decades ending in 2016, according to the 
government agency's research. Half of the 
states experienced a rise in suicides by 
more than 30%, according to the report. 
In 2016 alone, nearly 45,000 deaths by 
suicide took place in the U.S. All states 
except Nevada experienced an increase in 
suicides. The state of Delaware revealed a 
6% increase. North Dakota showed a nearly 
58% increase during the time period, the 
researchers found. Suicide is now one of 
the top 10 causes of death in the U.S., and it 
is considered a public health problem. The 
other two top 10 causes of death on the rise 
are Alzheimer's disease and drug overdoses. 
(BioEdge.org, 6/9/18; LifeWire, 6/14/18)
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