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Operation Rescue’s annual survey of 
abortion facilities finds abortion facility 
numbers in the United States fell in 2018 
to a historic low of 697. Last year, a total 
of 40 abortion facilities reportedly closed or 
stopped committing abortions. The decline 
continues a national trend indicating a 79 
percent drop in the number of abortion 
facilities since 1991. Despite the reported 
closings in Operation Rescue’s latest survey, 
the group found a significant increase in the 
number of medication abortions that took 
place. This shift is seen in how abortions 
are done and how late into pregnancy 
abortionists are willing to do them. The 
survey finds the most significant trend shifts 
were related to surgical abortions: Surgical 
abortion facilities are slowly being replaced 
by clinics that offer abortion-inducing drugs 
that can only be used in the first trimester 
of pregnancy. There has been a dramatic 
reduction in the number of facilities that 
conduct abortions at 20-weeks gestation 
or more. The reasons for abortion facility 
closures were varied, including failure or 
refusal to comply with new state laws, 
a lack of an abortion provider, failure to 
comply with state regulations, and landlords 
unwilling to lease to abortion businesses. 
(Operation Rescue, 1/9/19; CLR LifeWire, 1/10/19)

“[I]f it is wrong to kill a human fetus, it is 
wrong because this interrupts the vocation 
of that fetus to praise God and enjoy Him 
forever, a vocation given [the child] by God 
Himself in and with the gift of existence, a 
vocation we may not override for purposes 
of our own without offending against the 
rights of God.” Douglas Farrow, author 
of Desiring a Better Country: Forays in 
Political Theology 
“So when we see the embryo … in that petri 
dish—vulnerable, helpless, and destined 
for destruction—we are compelled to speak 
and defend and help. And not because it is 
the right thing to do or the moral thing to 
do, but because it is the Christ thing to do. 
Our God became incarnate as an embryo, 
giving value to all embryos.” Rev. Dr. 
James I. Lamb, former executive director of 
Lutherans For Life 

BE SURE AND CHECK OUT …
www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes
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2019 Lutherans For Life  
Regional Conferences

“Did God Really Say … ?”

Registration is Now Open!

Grapevine, Texas  
Living Word Lutheran Church – March 23, 2019

Ann Arbor, Michigan  
Concordia University – April 27, 2019

Aurora (Denver), Colorado  
Hope Lutheran Church – August 24, 2019

Rochester, Minnesota 
Trinity Lutheran Church – September 14, 2019 

Northeastern United States  
(Location to be determined – October 2019)

San Francisco, California 
West Portal Lutheran Church – November 16, 2019

www.lutheransforlife.org/conference
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